
 

CITY OF NOVI CITY COUNCIL 

FEBRUARY 22,2021 

 

 

 

SUBJECT: Acceptance of a donated pathway easement from Novi Community School 

District to construct sidewalk and ADA upgrades as part of the Safe Routes to 

School project. 

 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Department of Public Works, Engineering Division 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The City received funding under the Michigan 

Department of Transportation’s (MDOT) Safe Routes to School (SRTS) grant program 

to complete sidewalk and ADA improvements at or near six Novi Community School 

District (NCSD) campuses. The SRTS program is meant to encourage and enable 

children in grades K-8 to walk and bicycle to school. The City’s consulting engineer, 

OHM Advisors, is designing the project. OHM obtained pathway easements for the 

following NCSD properties: 

 

Location Address Parcel Number 

Deerfield Elementary School 26500 Wixom Rd 50-22-17-300-017 

Novi Middle School 49000 11 Mile Rd 50-22-17-300-017 

Orchard Hills Elementary School 41900 Quince Dr 50-22-26-201-001 

Novi Woods Elementary School 45825 W 11 Mile Rd 50-22-21-200-005 

 

The City Attorney reviewed the signed easement favorably (Beth Saarela, February 

16 , 2021). Construction is expected to begin in the summer of 2021.  

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Acceptance of a donated pathway easement from Novi 

Community School District to construct sidewalk and ADA upgrades as part of the 

Safe Routes to School project. 
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ELIZABETH KUDLA SAARELA 

esaarela@rsjalaw.com 
 

27555 Executive Drive, Suite 250 
Farmington Hills, Michigan 48331 
P 248.489.4100 | F 248.489.1726 

www.rsjalaw.com 
  

 
 

          
 
 February 16, 2021 
 
 
 
Jeffrey Herczeg, Director of Public Works 
City of Novi 
Field Services Complex 
26300 Lee BeGole Drive 
Novi, MI  48375  
 
 RE: Safe Routes to School – Novi Community Schools Sidewalk Easements 

 
   
Dear Mr. Herczeg: 
   
We have received and reviewed the Sidewalk Easement over four (4) Novi Community Schools 
properties for construction of sidewalk improvements in connection with the Safe Routes to 
Schools grant funding. The Sidewalk Easements provided are in the City’s standard format and 
are consistent with the title searches for the property.  The School District has agreed to provide 
the easements without compensation in order to facilitate collaboration between the City and the 
School District for the project.  
 
The Sidewalk Easements may be placed on an upcoming City Council Agenda for acceptance. The 
funding for the project requires the City to sign the easements acknowledging acceptance as the 
Grantee prior to recording.  Once accepted and executed by the City, the Sidewalk Easements 
should be recorded by the City Clerk’s Office with the Oakland County Register of Deeds in the 
usual manner.  It is our understanding that the City’s Engineering Division has the original 
Sidewalk Easements for recording.  
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns in regard to this matter. 

 



Jeffrey Herczeg, Director of Public Works 
City of Novi 
February 16, 2021 
Page 2 
 
 
EKS 
Enclosures 
C: Cortney Hanson, Clerk (w/ Enclosure) 
 Ben Croy, City Engineer (w/Enclosure) 
 Rebecca Runkel, Staff Engineer (w/Enclosure) 
 Thomas R. Schultz, Esquire (w/Enclosure) 








































