City ofF Novi City COUNCIL
FEBRUARY 24, 2020
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SUBJECT: Approval of resolution in support of Lakes Area Homeowners Association's
request to participate in the Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Goose Nest Destruction Program for Walled Lake.

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: City Manager's

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Lakes Area Homeowners Association (LAHA), which
represents homeowners living around Walled Lake, has proposed to apply to the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) for a permit to parficipate in the
goose nest destruction program. In the attached letter, LAHA is requesting a
resolution of support from the City of Novi, which is required by MDNR to accompany
LAHA's application. A similar request by LAHA was approved by the City Council on
December 8, 2014.

The enclosed Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) from MDNR provides additional
information about the program. According to MDNR, nest destruction is an effective
means to encourage migration of breeding adult geese to the north. LAHA has not
identified specific locations for nest destruction but will be contacting property
owners once the locations are identified to seek permission.

If approved, the goose nest destruction would occur for the next five years. LAHA
would fund, administer, and coordinate the effort and would require no funding or
additional effort from the City beyond consideration of the resolution.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approval of resolution in support of Lakes Area Homeowners
Association's request to participate in the Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Goose Nest Destruction Program for Walled Lake.



Sl Ly SOk

CITY OF NOVI
COUNTY OF OAKLAND,
MICHIGAN

L J RESOLUTION REGARDING ASSISTANCE FROM
_ THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES IN
cityofnovi.org THE REMOVAL OF NUISANCE GEESE

Minutes of a Meeting of the City Council of the City of Novi, County of
Oakland, Michigan, held in the City Hall of said City on February 24, 2020, at 7

o'clock P.M. Prevailing EasternTime.

PRESENT: Councilmembers

ABSENT: Councilmembers

The following preamble and Resolution were offered by Councilmember

and supported by Councimember

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Novi, Michigan has received
complaints of an overpopulation of geese inhabiting Walled Lake; and

WHEREAS, the City Councilhas determined that geese create an unhealthy
and unsightly condition in the area of Walled Lake for our residents; and

WHEREAS, the City Council is of the opinion that goose nest destruction
programs initiated by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources will
provide a humane method of addressing the overpopulation of geese and
related problems on Walled Lake.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Novi City Council formally
request the assistance of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources on
behalf of a request made by the Lakes Area Homeowners Association as long
as they abide by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources regulations in
the implementation of next destruction programs at the appropriate time in
a five (5) year period and, additionally, to advise the Department that there
shall be no cost to the City of Novi.

AYES:

NAYS:



RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Hon. Bob Gatt, Mayor
City of Novi

Cortney Hanson, City Clerk
City of Novi

CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify that the foregoingisa true and complete copy of a resolution
adopted by the City Council of the City of Novi, County of Oakland, and State
of Michigan, at a regular meeting held this 24th day of February, 2020, and
that public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to andin full
compliance with Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that the

minutes of said meeting have been kept and made available to the public as

required by said Act.

Cortney Hanson, City Clerk
City of Novi



Michigan Department of Natural Resources — Wildlife Division

APPLICATION AND PERMIT FOR

CANADA GOOSE NEST/EGG DESTRUCTION
Required under the authority of the Wildlife Conservation Order,
Chapter V, Sections 5.51, 5.15a, and 5.51b, and 5.110.

This form is the application and permit for nest destruction. After being approved and signed by the Director's authorized
representative, it becomes a valid permit. A permit is required to participate in any goose nest destruction activity. Permit
eligibility requirements and additional information is on the back of this form.

APPLICANT INFORMATION PROPERTY INFORMATION (IF DIFFERENT FROM APPLICANT)
Applicant Property Contact Telephone

,Z,q KEs /Q/le,q /—é)mec)w il /;55&5. IR g
Mailing Address Property Address

Po. KX |12
City, State, ZIP ;i o
(o pAlled Lak /T #8390

City, State, ZIP

Telephone Name of Site (lake, park, etc.) **One site per application**

248770~ 765 T cert /nwoEnsor (Watlep Lake
Email Address Township/City County Nearest Crossroad

T CARY A~OFp50s 500 < lomail Cor—| NOVI CAELAsD S.lak  C [nke

Have you completed training? N ARG g
[(INo [XYes Ifyes, Online [¥No []Yes In Person [ JNo [¥ Yes Catiowarw Z010
Who will do the nest destruction? "
[ Myself [ Myself with others assisting [ Private Contractor: CGroos £ [osrens

Name of Private Contractor

TYPE OF APPLICATION (PLEASE CHECK ONE)

IE}LAKE ASSOCIATION, LAKE AND/OR SITE WITH MULTIPLE PROPERTY OWNERS (must have resolution or petition)

[ ] COMMERCIAL/BUSINESS

[ 1 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE
ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY MARCH 31.

I have read, understand, and will comply with the terms and conditions of the permit. If applicable, | have provided a copy of
the petition/resolution to the Michigan DNR, and at least seventy percent of the lakefront owners have signed the petition
authorizing Canada goose nest destruction.

I understand this permit does not authorize trespass.

Further, | assure the Michigan DNR that lakefront land owners or sites with multiple property owners have been nofified of
Canada goose program activities.

P dE VA e

Applicant Signature Date

Please send completed and signed application to:
USDA APHIS Wildlife Services

2803 Jolly Road, Suite 100

Okemos, MI 48864

FAX:517 203-2697
ML.Goose.Permits@usda.gov

AGENCY USE ONLY '

Director’s Authorized Representative Signature of Approval

Issue Date Expiration Date Permit Number

Law Enforcement District Wildlife Region

PR2085 (Rev. 01/28/2020)



TO:

From:

Subject:

P.O.Box 12 » Walled Lake, MI 48390 - www.lahalifestyle.com

Novi City Council. City of Novi, Michigan 2-6-2020

Lakes Area Homeowners Association ~ (LAHA)
Goose nest and egg destruction resolution for 2020-2025

The Lakes Area Homeowners Association is requesting the city of Novi to issue two
resolutions authorizing the goose nest and egg destruction program.

Renew the resolution for Walled lake that expired on 12-8-2019, see attached resolution. This
was created when the lake board was formed to reduce e-coli and improve the health of the
lake.

Create a resolution for Shawood Lake. Novi city council approved a survey by Goose Busters
that confirmed Shawood lake is a major contributor to the growing goose population. See
attached letter from Goose busters.

This directly impacts Shawood and Walled lake, along with Pavilion and Lakeshore park.

This is the most humane way of reducing e-coli, beach closures, human, and pet contact with
goose droppings.

Thank you
Jerry Anderson
President

Lakes Area Homeowners Association LAHA

LAHA represents homeowners with deeded access to Walled and Shawood Lake



2/10/2020 DNR - Resident Canada Goose Management Frequently Asked Questions

THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DNR / MANAGING YOUR RESOURCES / WILDLIFE

Resident Canada Goose Management Frequently
Asked Questions

What is the resident Canada goose management program?
A program that has been developed to give private landowners (including businesses and other
commercial entities) options to address their goose-human conflicts on their sites.

What are goose-human conflicts?

Goose-human conflict is when humans have complaints about geese. Most complaints are from
residents and businesses frustrated with goose droppings, usually on specific sites, such as,
lawns, beaches, docks, sidewalks, and golf courses. Occasionally geese nest in inappropriate
sites, such as in shrubbery near buildings or parking lots where they become aggressive toward
people who enter the territory around the nest. Canada geese may also cause damage to
agricultural crops through consumption or trampling.

What are some things landowners can do to deter geese from their property?

First, do not artificially feed geese or other waterfowl. Feeding concentrates geese, causes the
loss of wild instincts, aggression, and can lead to nutritional imbalance. If permitted by law in
your area, hunting geese is a very effective and economical tool to control goose populations.
Scare devices can be a cost-effective way to repel geese when applied consistently as soon as
geese arrive on your property prior to nesting. There are many commercial companies that sell
scare devices such as shell crackers, screamers, bird alarms, motion detector accessories,
electronic noise systems, bird bangers, rockets, and distress cries. There are also visual stimuli
techniques used to scare geese such as bird scare balloons, plastic flags, and Mylar scare tape.
Physical barriers such as fences can be used to exclude flightless geese from lawns during their
molt. Barrier fencing works most effectively when placed along shorelines, but it has to be used
at times when young birds would not be trapped on land. Fencing may be as simple as two
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stranas or twine at tne watei's eage.

Many golf courses and airports have reported success using dogs trained to chase geese oﬁhe
property. Increasingly, lakefront property owners are also reporting that their dogs are effective
at deterring geese. Dog service companies are available for hire. Commercially-available
repellents can be applied on lawns to deter geese from feeding on the grass. The disadvantage
to using repellents is that they are effective only over a short period. Rain or mowing reduces
their effectiveness.

Using a combination of several different control methods and changing tactics often to prevent
geese from becoming conditioned to any one of them, often has the best results. In addition,

studies show that geese exposed to hunting are more likely to respond to scare devices outsiae
the goose hunting seasons. A

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79136_79608_83071_83072_83445_84979-232661--,00.html 1/4



2/10/2020 DNR - Resident Canada Goose Management Frequently Asked Questions

As a last resort, you can also contact the DNR to inquire about Canada goose nest destruction
roundup.

Can | hunt Canada geese?

Yes, goose hunting seasons stretch from September 1 into early February in various locations
across Michigan. Some of these seasons are set to specifically target resident geese. The annual
Michigan Waterfowl Hunting Guide contains season dates and bag limits; but you should also
check local township firearm ordinances for local hunting closures.

Why are Canada geese so often found on golf courses and lakefront properties?

Urban and suburban developments with manicured lawns, abundant water bodies, and refuge
offer all the resources that geese need to thrive. Geese are attracted to lawns mowed short, but
are not as attracted to taller grasses or other vegetation; therefore, simple landscape
alterations can be used to deter geese from your property by making your yard less attractive
to geese. For example, an un-mowed 6-foot wide shoreline buffer of tall native grasses or a
hedgerow 20 to 30 inches tall can discourage geese from visiting your lawn.

What is the nest and egg destruction program?

This program addresses local resident goose populations on lakes (sites/businesses) that are
located in specific geographic areas (Macomb, Oakland, and Wayne counties, Ann Arbor,
Alpena, and Sault Ste. Marie) and other designated sites that meet program criteria.
Landowners must first use alternative methods to address Canada goose conflicts on their site
before being eligible to participate in nest destruction. The nest destruction program allows the
landowner to request a permit (no fee) to destroy nests and eggs, which then will encourage the
geese to migrate north. Applicants for this program must meet eligibility requirements and
attend training. Applicants may also hire a contractor to perform this service. Applicants eligible
for this program must first participate in the nest destruction program prior to receiving a
permit for goose roundup. The nest destruction program was started in 1998.

How can landowners get involved in the nest destruction program?

Landowners who participated in this program last year and new sites that have received a letter
announcing their eligibility will receive additional information on the nest destruction program
in the mail. Landowners must first use alternative methods to address Canada goose conflicts
on theijgsite before being eligible to participate in nest destruction. Another requirement f*
this program is a signed petition from 70 percent of the lakefront property owners or a
government resolution. A resolution must be approved by the local government official
(township, city etc), which represents the property owners on the subject lake, body of water or
site, approving nest destruction for their site. A copy of petition or resolution must be sent with
application. Applicants must be in an eligible location to participate in this program.

What is the Canada goose round up program?

If landowners are still experiencing conflicts with Canada geese after they have tried a variety of

control methods (including nest destruction in eligible areas), they may request a permit to

have geese on their lake or site rounded up and transported to designated release sites. Most
A

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79136_79608_83071_83072_83445_84979-232661--,00.html 2/4
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participants in this program hire a licensed nuisance animal control company to remove the
birds. The first goose roundup in Michigan was in the early 70's. The number or requested
roundup permits have continued to increase ever since.

Is Canada goose round up effective?

Round up is not an effective long-term solution for addressing Canada goose conflicts and has
had limited success in reducing the number of goose complaints. Round up provides only short-
term resolution of human-goose conflicts because adult geese instinctively return to previous
breeding sites. It does provide property owners temporary relief, but the same or different
birds move back into the area within a short time. Unless the attractive habitat is modified, or
birds are removed from the population (via hunting), geese will return. Relocating geese is not a
long-term solution, because as human and goose populations grow, there are fewer places to
put rounded up geese where the natural habitat can support them and they will not cause
additional conflicts. Many sites report that geese are back within several weeks of round up.
Because round up of Canada geese is very costly and it is difficult to find suitable locations for
relocation, the DNR requires that sites try other alternative control methods before being
eligible for the round up program.

The DNR encourages landowners to increase their tolerance of Canada geese to reduce human-
goose conflicts in situations where there are no human safety or health threats. DNR requires
applicants to attempt alternate control techniques to address human-goose conflicts before
they are permitted to destroy nests/eggs or round up birds. DNR encourages homeowners to
learn more about non-lethal techniques including habitat modification and scare tactics to
reduce conflicts.

What will happen to the geese that are "rounded-up” but are not relocated?
Some geese rounded-up during June may be killed and prepared by a licensed meat processor
for distribution to charitable organizations for use in soup kitchens.

How can | participate in this program on my site if | haven't in the past?

If you are experiencing conflicts with Canada geese on your property, you are encouraged to
address them using methods such as scare tactics, repellants, fencing, landscape alterations,
and trained dogs. If you have questions about these methods or they are not successful,
cont:ac&your local Wildlife Biologist. x

What costs are associated with Canada goose round-up?

Most sites will be charged a non-refundable $200 DNR permit fee per site ($100 for single family
residences). In addition, applicants must bear any costs charged by private contractor services
to roundup, capture, and relocate the birds.

What if | am not the only landowner on my lake and want to round up geese?

If you are not the sole owner of the body of water, you must submit a petition with signatures
of at least 70 percent of the lakefront/riparian property owners. A resolution approved by a
local government official that represents the property owners may also be used.

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79136_79608_83071_83072_83445_84979-232661--,00.html 3/4
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Can | hire a contractor to help with the situation?
Absolutely. A list of private nuisance animal control firms that are specifically permitted and
trained to handle resident Canada geese is available here.

Why is there a fee for Canada goose round up activities?

The DNR permit fee structure was recently approved by the Natural Resources Commission
(NRC) to partially cover DNR's cost to administer the resident Canada goose program. In the
past all the funding for this program has come from hunter dollars. We estimate that the new
fees will cover approximately 50 percent of the program cost. Our records also show that
approximately 54 percent of the sites that apply for round up activities actually conduct that
activity. DNR spends a significant amount of time processing, issuing, and tracking these
unnecessary permits. We also want to encourage landowners to address their Canada goose
conflicts by using alternative measures.

Are there any special criteria for multiple sites under one Nest/Egg Destruction and/or
Round Up permit?

For applicants that have multiple sites, sites must be located within one mile of each other in
order to be included on the same application and permit. Information we have on Canada
goose brood movements indicate that about 80 percent of broods will move one mile or less
between nesting sites and brood-rearing areas.

In general, multiple lakes cannot apply for nest destruction or round up permits under one
application. Lakes that are identified and named as separate and individual water bodies (e.g.,
on plat maps, USGS topo maps, etc.) must apply as one site in an application, regardless if they
are connected by channels. Likewise, lakes that have separate lake associations must apply as
one site in an application.

Applicants that do not comply with the above criteria will risk ineligibility of program
participation the following year.
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