
  
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FOR:   City of Novi Zoning Board of Appeals      MEETING DATE:  July 8, 2025 
 
REGARDING:   1361 East Lake Drive #50-22-02-326-005 (PZ25-0031) 
 
BY:  Alan Hall, Deputy Director Community Development 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Applicant 
Ashley Mette 
  
Variance Type 
Dimensional Variance 
 
Property Characteristics 
Zoning District:   This property is zoned One-Family Residential (R-4) 
 
Location:   on East Lake Drive, north of Thirteen Mile Road 
 
Parcel #:    50-22-02-326-005 
 
Request  
The applicant is requesting variances from the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 
3.32.10.A.ii.a. to allow a 140 sq. ft. gazebo on a lot having water frontage (100 sq. ft. 
allowed, variance of 40 sq. ft.); Section 3.32.10.A.ii.b. for an increase in lot coverage 
to 12% on a lot having water frontage (5% maximum, variance of 7%). 
 
:   
 
The applicant is seeking (2) dimensional variances to construct a new 12’-10” x 8’-10” Gazebo on the 
lakeside of the property. 

1) A 40SF size increase variance 
2) A 7% increase in lot coverage 

The Gazebo is shown to have exposed bulb electrical accent lighting and power port. 
 
 
 

 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
STAFF REPORT 

 

I. GENERAL INFORMATION: 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 
45175 Ten Mile Road 
Novi, MI 48375 
(248) 347-0415 Phone 
(248) 735-5600 Facsimile 
www.cityofnovi.org 
 

II. STAFF COMMENTS: 
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The Zoning Board of Appeals may take one of the following actions: 
 

1. I move that we grant the variance in Case No. PZ25-0031, sought by 
________________________________, for ________________________________________ 
because Petitioner has shown practical difficulty requiring ____________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________. 
 

(a) Without the variance Petitioner will be unreasonably prevented or limited 
with respect to use of the property because ___________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________. 
 

(b) The property is unique because________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________. 
 

(c) Petitioner did not create the condition because________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________. 
 

(d) The relief granted will not unreasonably interfere with adjacent or 
surrounding properties because________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________. 
 

(e) The relief if consistent with the spirit and intent of the ordinance because 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________. 
 

(f) The variance granted is subject to: 
 

1. __________________________________________________________. 
2. __________________________________________________________. 
3. __________________________________________________________. 
4. __________________________________________________________. 

 
 
 
 
 

III. RECOMMENDATION: 
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2. I move that we deny the variance in Case No. PZ25-0031 sought by 
_____________________________________, for ___________________________________ 
because Petitioner has not shown practical difficulty requiring_________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________  
____________________________________________________________________________. 

 
(a) The circumstances and features of the property including ______________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 
are not unique because they exist generally throughout the City. 

 
(b) The circumstances and features of the property relating to the variance 

request are self-created because _____________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________. 

 
(c) The failure to grant relief will result in mere inconvenience or inability to 

attain higher economic or financial return based on Petitioners 
statements that _______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________. 

 
(d) The variance would result in interference with the adjacent and 

surrounding properties by _____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________. 

 
(e) Granting the variance would be inconsistent with the spirit and intent of 

the ordinance to _____________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________.  

 
 
 
Should you have any further questions with regards to the matter please feel free to 
contact me at (248) 347-0417. 
 
Alan Hall – Deputy Director Community Development - City of Novi 
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• All-Weather Durability: Pro-Tect1M tested and proven to withsttmd up to 7,600 pounds

or up to 30 inches of snow load, and winds up to 100 mph"'

• Industry-Leading Warranty: 5-year warranty for added peace of mind

• Powered Up: Patented PowerPort1M features 3 electrical outlets and 3 USB ports to

power your outdoor living space, mounting easily to any post on the structure (power

source not included)

• Heavy-Duty Steel Roof: 29-gauge Tudor Brown galvanized steel roof provides dent and

corrosion resistance

• 100% Cedar Wood: Made from durable cedar wood for cxceptiont1I strength and natural

resistance to decay

• Robust Support Posts: 6" x 6" cedar posts provide superior strength

• Ready to Assemble: Pre-cut, precdrilled, and pre-stained pieces, paired with stcp-by

step instructions in the interactive BILHJ, app, offer easy installation

• Durable Finishes: Powder-coated steel brackets and anchors combined with an inviting

light brown stain provide enhanced weather resistance and lasting style; Srnin

saturation may vary

• Timeless Design: Popular hip roof design with black accents offers an el0gt1nt acsrhctic

• Please Note: "'Product must be anchored as specified in the Backyard Discovery

inst.ruction mzinuzil
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