CITY of NOVI CITY COUNCIL

Agenda ltem 3
September 13, 2010

SUBJECT: Consideration of Novi Television Government Access Channel Policy.

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Neighborhood and Business Relafions

CITY MANAGER APPROVA%'

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

To continue to provide the Novi community with quality television programming and guide
Novi television production pricrities, a Novi Television Government Access Channel Policy has
been developed.

The Policy details allowable and prohibited programming, programming sources, potitical and
election coverage, retention and duplication procedures, underwriting, and several other items
specific to television operations.

The proposed Novi Television Government Access Channel Policy previously shared is attached
for your consideration and approvai, if desired.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Consideration of Novi Television Government Access Channej Policy.
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Mayor Landry Council Member Margolis
Mayor Pro Tem Gatt Council Member Mutch
Council Member Crawford Council Member Staudi

Council Member Fischer




MEMORANDUM

TO: CLAY J. PEARSON, CITY MANAGER
FROM:  SHERYLWALSH, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 4, /210,
SUBJECT:  GOVERNMENT AGCESS CHANNEL POLICY 7ol o 7
DATE: AUGUST 31, 2010 el /75
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The City of Novi, through an intergovetnmental agreement with the Cities of Farmingfdn and
Farmingion Hills, hosts video production for Novi Television at SWOCC Studios. Novi Television
is broadcast on Bright House Networks Channel 13 and AT&T's U-Verse Channel 99, Novi
employs one full-ime Video Production Special and one part-time Production Infemn through
a contract with SWOCC, Novl additionally employs audiovisual staff on @ part-time basis to
coordinate “live” meeting broadeasts af the Civic Center.

The Novi production tearm manciges o range of promaotionad, business, informational, and
event coverage for Novi Television, The Novi Television monthly line-up includes:

Update Novi Beyond Books

Nowvi Unplugged Corporaté Review

The Briefing Room Business Avenue
Fire House No.Vi Comrmon Knowledge & Common Knowledge Update
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Special/quarterly programming includes:

o Anatomy of the City o The GreenZone
s Emiployee Recognition s Stafe of the City montage
¢ Memorigl Day Parade e Novi University Development Colurses

Live coverage of Public Meetings af the Novi Civic Center
« City Council Meetings
s Planning Commission
e Zoning Board of Appedis
o Parks, Recreation & Culfural Services Commission
« Liorary Board
Attached is o one-week overview of the varlety of programs at various stages of production. ?Q

To contlinue to provide the Novi community with quality television programiming and guide
)é// Novi television production priarities, o drciff Novi Television Government Access Channel

Policy has been developed. City Aftorney Tom Schultz has reviewed the document and his
/ recommendafions have been incorporated into the attached draft policy. | respectfully

request thisitern be placed on the September 13, 2010 City Council agenda for
carsideration.

{ If you have any questions, please let me know.

¢ Caren Collins, Executive Director, SWOCC Sfudios



 NOVITELEVISION
GOVERNMENT ACCESS CHANNEL POLICY

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the City of Novi Government Access Channel Is to make focal
gavernment rmore accessible by providing information about the operations and
activities of the Cily and other local government agencles in o non-editorialized
format. The channel is operated by the City and ¢l programs on the channel
are produced and/or chosen by the City or on ifs behalf for purposes of
communicating to Novi residents and businesses.

PROGRAMMING |
Programming is- provided to subscribers on the Bright House and AT&T video
service systerms and any additional cable provider that may enter the City.

To meet its mission, the City of Novi Goyernment Access Channel will include, but
not be limited fo the following:

e Emergency Information;

o (Official Public Meeting coverage:

e Produced programs on local current events, special events, city
happenings, community issues, government services, and human interest
storles;

e Character-generated bulletin board information;

o Local county, state, and federal government programming; and

= Public Seivice Annduncements.

Use of City and/or SWOCC Studios production eguipment (other than Public
Access equipment)shall be reshicted fo Government Access related activities
and shall also be limited to use by City or SWOCC employees, inferms, and
volunteers under the supervision of City and SWOCC employees,

PROGRAMMING SOURCES
LIVE - Live coverage of public meetings conducted in a venue where o
connection is cvailable o ihe cable eperator.

VIDEOTAPED - Programs taped on location or at SWOCC Studios.
EDITED PROGRAMMING ~ Programs taped on location and edited for cablecast.

CHARACTER GENERATOR - City information, messages, and press releases from
relevant non-profit sources included on the bulletin board, Such materials will be
edited as needed 1o conform o the space and technical limitaiions of the
system,

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS - Pre-produced PSAs from the Ad Council or
other non-profit organizations.

C:A\Documents and Settings\swalsh\Local Settings\Temporary Internet
Files\OLEK TC\CHANNEL POLICY (3).DOC



Through o multi-urisdictional agreement, SWOCC Studios produces and provides
programming and playback for the City of Novi Government Access Channel.
The City may diso hire dedicated staff or outsource for production needs.
Prograrmming from outside sources.may be considered for cablecdisting by the
Director of Communicafions or his/ner designes.

The City may collaborate with other cities (through SWOCC Studios), public
agencies, and similar organizations to develop programming.

PROHIBITED PROGRAMMING
The Government Access Channel is a non-profit, non-commercial venue limited
fo use by or on behalf of the City. ifis not @ Public Access Channel. As such, the
following cre:prohibited on the Govermment Access Channet:

o Commercial adverllsing or product endorsement;
Obscenlty, pomography, and indecent matericl;
Programming thatis defamatory;
Programming ihat endorses & particular candidate, baiiot issue, or issue
before the City Council or other governmental body or agency:
Lotteries, gambling, orother games mentioning prizes;
Programming advocaiing a particular religious point of view;
Programming that violates local, state, or federal laws or FCC regulations;
Polifical campdigning cnd endorsements, except programs where
freatment is falr and equitable and subject fo the conditions sef forth in
POLITICAL AND ELECTION COVERAGE below;
Programming may aise be denled or removed from the Government Access
channel if It does not meet technlcal standerds.

L- -

e 5 & @

PROGRAM INITIATION AND APPROVAL

The City of Novi Is the-sole producer/provider of all content shown on the City of
Novi Government Access Channel. The Channel shall be exclusively a medium
for broadeasting City programming, Neothing contcined herein is intended, nor
shall it be consirued 1o create o public forum for purposes of exercising free
speech rights or other First Amendment rights under the United Stafes
Constitution or any similar rights under the Constitution of thie State of Michigan.

Programming assigihments and approval shall ¢ome through the Director of
Communications or his/her designee.

COPYRIGHT

All regular City of Novi Government Access productions (e.g. meetings) and ail
special video works produced by the City or SWOCC Studios for the City, wil be
under the copyright contral of the Chy of Nowi,

Written cleardnice of any copyrighted programming or material used in @
program must be obtained prior to cablecast on the Government Access
Channel.

POLITICAL AND ELECTION COVERAGE

Ci\Documents and Settings\swalshilocal Settings\Temporary Internet
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Candidaies for election orre-election to d publicly-held office shall not bhe
provided access to or use of the Government Access Channel for a period of
onhe month prior fo an election relafing 1o such office, with the following
exceptions:

e Appecdrances of candidates at govemment meetings or as may
Incidentally occur in the performance of their officicl dufies;

+ Specicl election pregramming That provides fairand equitable frectment,
such as Candidate Spotlignts, debates, and ather forums, in which all
simitarly-sifuated candidates for the given office are invited to participate
in the coverage (regairdless of whether all candidates in fact participate).

Direct access to the Channel for individual candidates will not be provided. The
City of Novi may provide informational programming on bialiot issues without the
expectation of providing programming from all sides of anissue. Election resulls
rmay be broadcast on the Channel.

EDITING:
All public meetings will be covered gavel-to-gavel to the extent possible. No
editing shall be performead, except:
1. Addition of title and credit pages for cable casting of taped replay;
2. Coverage lost due to technical Issuss;
3. Periods of recess may be edited out. Insertfion of choracter generator,
computer graphic information, and visual cids pericining direcily to the
meeting agenda is permitted,

PROGRAM RETENTION

Videotapes or ofher sfored versions of meetings are infended for cablecasting
purposes only and shall NOT be considered the official record or minutes of the
meeting. Videotapes or other stored versions of meetings may be erased or
disposed of s provided by law. The City shal not be held responsible for
accidentdl ercsure of meesting tapes.

SWOCC Studios retains some pragramming for the City of Novi, but there is no
guarantee on the length of playback or retention.

PROGRAM DUPLICATION

Duplication of programs may be possible, To the extent videotapes or other
stored versions of the programs exist, through SWOCC Studios, A reasonable fee
reflecting the cost of such duplication wilf be charged, and the Freedom of
information Act may apply to certain requests. The City of Novi may waive the.
copy fee for media outlets in exchange for a courtesy credit Identifying the Cily
or SWOCC Studios as the video source.

PROGRAMMING HOURS
Programs and bulletin board Informattion will be: availdble.on the City of Novi
Government Access Channel 24 hours a day, each day of the year. Regular
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programming may be interrupted for emergency or specidl programs of the
Director of Communications’ or his/her designees’ direction.

Programs are subject to repeat cablecastings.

Certcin programs may alse be avaliable on the City of Novi web site and on the
SWOCC Studlios Video-on-Demand application.

UNDERWRITING

Underwriting (l.e., the condiibution of goods, services, in-kind contributions and/or
rmoney) may be used to support Govermnment Access Channel Production
through SWQOCC Studios.

Confiibutors may be recognized in the program creditsin any format that follows
the Public Television Underwrlling Guldelines.

The sponscr does not exercise edliorial conirol over the content of any portion of
fhe Government Access Channel’s programming or shows.

Tne City reserves the right to refuse underwriting support from any entity.
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WEEK OF: August 16-20 : L -Fgrmiqgton,— S Earmingtt_)!}-HE_EJs

“ Seedlings: Endangered Plarits and Animals

Pre-Preduction
* Seedilngs: Mustirsom Hunt
* Ssediings: Bees’
Production “MYE{Studio A}
“ Trail Tours
Post-Production *Seedlings: Rouge Education Project

“Works: Alrea L
*BGC: Commission on Aging, MYC, EPC
* FH-Golf Driving Course Prome
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SWOCC Productions
{(Far more than one ¢ity)

Pre-Production * Swoce Around the Black (FH, Farm, Novij
* Special Events Coverage (FH, Farm, Novj)
= Candidate Spellights(Election Caverage (FH, Farm and:Novi)
* Business Builders Comer: September [FH and Farm)
* $perial Events: Michigan/MSU Eamily Tailgale Party (Farm, FH)
* Special Events: GhostHurt {Farm, FH)
* Soecigl Events: Hay Day.(Farm, FH}
* Specizl Events. Falf Classic 5k (Farm, FH)
“ Spedial Events: Full Moo Hike (Farm, FH)
* Special Events: Cathedral Exhibit at Molocause Memarial (Farm, FH)
* SWAB: Holocaust Memortal Museum (Farm, FH)
* SWAB: Real vs Arlificiat Trees {Farm, FH. Novit
* SWAB: Local HerblisiNature Remediés
* SWAB: Verious Holiday Coverage (Farm, FH, Novij
* Special Event; Fall for Novi (Novii)

Production

Past-Production " Speciat Events: Longacre Luau (FH. Farm)
* Ribbon Cutting: Bellis Day Spa (Farm)
* Special Evenis: Marshmallow Fly and Fry {Farm, FH)




