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SUBJECT: Approval of Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment 18.243, to amend Ordinance No. 97-18
as amended, the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance, at Article 24, Schedule of Regulations,
removing Section 2401, Preservation Option and Section 2402 Subdivision Open Space
Plan, and amending and renumbering Sections 2403 Residential Cluster Option, Section
2404 RUD Residential Unit Development, and Section 2405 Open Space Preservation
Option in order to expedite the approval process, provide more flexible development
options and to encourage the preservation of open space. Second Reading

p,.~v,?

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Community Development - Planning

CITY MANAGERAPPROV~
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

At the City Council's July 12, 2010 meeting, the City Council approved the first reading of
the proposed residential options Zoning Ordinance text amendments and asked staff to
investigate several concepts regarding these options. The following is a brief discussion of
the concepts and the changes to the proposed ordinance made in response to the
discussion. Please note this information was also provided in an off-week packet and staff
has not received any further comments since that time.

Consider allowing the use of the One-Family Cluster Option in the RA Zoning District
Most of the potential development parcels in the RA district are in the southwest corner of
the City which is predominately open space and detached single family dwellings. Other
development options are available for parcels in the RA district, which are more suited to
development of these parcels and to the character of the RA district. The RUD option
permits cluster development and mandates a buffer of single family homes around the
perimeter of the development, which may help to preserve the detached single family
residential character of the surrounding areas. Also, the RUD option includes a set
discretionary review determinations which are not included in the One-Family Cluster
option requirements, thus the City Council could more easily add conditions or even deny a
proposal that doesn't fit the character of the neighborhood. Other residential development
options give developers ample incentives to conserve natural features. No new changes
are proposed related to this discussion.

Consider removing/modifying cluster & spacing requirements in One-Family Cluster Option
At this time, Planning statf recommends maintaining the cfustering and spacing provisions
of the One-Family Cluster Option in order to allow time for staff to conduct further research
on the matter. Staff would like to produce sketch models demonstrating the current
requirements and the potential results of other standards. The current standards prevent
row-type attached dwellings and provide for open space between the clusters based on
the number of units in opposing clusters. Both provisions help maintain a detached single
family residential character to the development verses a multiple family character. Staff's
initial research into this matter indicates that there may be opportunities to reduce setback
and spacing requirements while maintaining safeguards that the ordinance provides.
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Consider replacing the lot depth limit with a maximum lot size for One-Family Cluster Option
In order to allow more parcels to use the One-Family Cluster Option, but avoid a
proliferation of this form of development, Planning Staff recommends expanding the
number of parceis qualifying for this option to include parcels with a depth of up to 600 feet
(increased from 360 feet). At this time, Planning Staff recommends keeping the proposed
600 feet property depth recommendation. The attached map shows the 6 potential
properties that would fall within the 600 foot limitation. The vast majority of the other
potential development parcels that are in the Master Plan for R-l to R-4 residential densities,
include a substantial amount of woodlands or wetlands and thus could qualify for the One­
Family Cluster option if 50% of the area is preserved. Other parcels could qualify based on
shape, soils or topography under the current ordinance provisions. Permitting the use of this
option on all R-l to R-4 parcels could reduce the amount of natural resources preserved
because a developer could use the option without saving natural features. Staff does not
recommend modification at this time.

Consider allowing use of RUD in R-4 areas
Two areas master planned for 3.3 dwelling units per acre (consistent with the R-4 zoning
density) include parcels over 20 acres in area. These include property on the south side of
Twelve Mile Road, between Wixom and Napier Roads, and property on the south side of
Eleven Mile Road, west of Beck Road. Although these areas do not appear to include
substantial areas of regulated wetlands that would permit an increase in density, some
parcels contain unregulated wetlands and woodlands that could be preserved as open
space if the RUD option was used. The proposed ordinance amendment was revised to
permit the use of the RUD option in the R-4 District and the new text is highlighted in the
attached strike-through copy of the amendment. A revised One-Family Residential
Development Options Chart is also attached for the City Council's review.

Summarv of changes (including changes proposed following First Reading)
The City of Novi has a long history of providing ordinances that allow quality housing options
while protecting the natural environment. The City furthered this legacy by inclUding
specific goals, objectives and implementation strategies in its Master Plan for Land Use,
adopted in April of 2008. To implement this aspect of the Plan, the City's Planning Staff and
City Attorney conducted a review of the residential development options in the City's
Zoning Ordinance. As a result of that review, a proposed set of Zoning Ordinance

. amendments were drafted.

None of the proposed amendments would change the maximum dwelling unit density
allowed by the current zoning standards. However, by using one of these residential
development options, a developer would be able to cluster the dwelling units offering a
potential to reduce the length of roads and utility lines, and allOWing for reduced
development costs. Simplifying the review process and consolidating the residential
development options will reduce site plan approval time and reduce development
expenses. By permitting greater development flexibility on challenging properties and
providing greater lot area and lot width reductions incentives, developers may be able to
further reduce development costs.

RUD Residential Unit Development - Section 2404
• Increase the number of parcels that could use the option by decreasing the

minimum parcel size from 80 acres to 20 acres.
• Permit in the R-4 District.

2



Preservation, Subdivision Open Space Plan and Open Space Preservation Options ­
Sections 2401,2402 and 2405

• Merge these residential development options to reduce ordinance overlap and
to simplify the ordinances that encourage the preservation of open space;

• Redefine open space to include active recreation areas (except golf courses) to
encourage setting aside additional open space and the development of
recreational open space areas;

• Establish a minimum size and width-to-Iength ratio for qualifying open space to
eliminate the creation of unusable open space;

• Reduce minimum lot area and lot width requirements to provide additional
design flexibility; and

• Allow the Planning Commission to approve development options through
elimination of the City Council approval step to reduce the site plan approval
processing time.

One-Family Clustering Option - Section 2403
• Permit use of this option on parcels with a maximum depth of 600 feet instead of

360 feet to permit the use of this option on remaining hard to develop parcels;
and

• Relax access, building orientation and driveway design standards and reduce
setbacks on parcels of less than 10 acres in area, to provide additional
development flexibility.

Although the use of any of the residential development options will remain voluntary, the
proposed amendments will help the City encourage the use of the options.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approval of Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment 18.243, to amend
Ordinance No. 97-18 as amended, the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance, at Article 24,
Schedule of Regulations, removing Section 2401, Preservation Option and Section 2402
Subdivision Open Space Plan, and amending and renumbering Sections 2403 Residential
Cluster Option, Section 2404 RUD Residential Unit Development. and Section 2405 Open
Space Preservation Option in order to expedite the approval process, provide more flexible
development options and to encourage the preservation of open space. Second Reading

Ma or Land
Ma or Pro Tern Gall
Council Member Crawford
Council Member Fischer

Council Member Mar olis
Council Member Mutch
Council Member Staudt
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NOVI
EXCERPTS

MONDAY, JULY 12, 2010 AT 7:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS - NOVI CIVIC CENTER - 45175 W. TEN MILE RD

ROLL CALL: Mayor Landry, Mayor Pro Tem Gatt, Council Members Crawford,
Fischer, Margolis, Mutch, Staudt

ALSO PRESENT: Clay Pearson, City Manager
Tom Schultz, City Attorney
Ara Topouzian, Economic Development Director

MATTERS FOR COUNCIL ACTION - Part I

4. Consideration of Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment 18.243, to amend
Ordinance No. 97-18 as amended, the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance, at
Article 24, Schedule of Regulations, removing Section 2401, Preservation
Option and Section 2402 Subdivision Open Space Plan, and amending and
renumbering Sections 2403 Residential Cluster Option, Section 2404 RliD
Residential Unit Development, and Section 2405 Open Space Preservation
Option in order to expedite the approval process, provide more flexible
development options and to encourage the preservation of open space.
First Reading

CM-1 0-07-095

DISCUSSION

Moved by Mutch, seconded by Gatt; CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY: To approve Zoning Ordinance Text
Amendment 18.243, to amend Ordinance No. 97-18 as
amended, the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance, at Article 24,
Schedule of Regulations, removing Section 2401, Preservation
Option and Section 2402 Subdivision Open Space Plan, and
amending and renumbering Sections 2403 Residential Cluster
Option, Section 2404 RUD Residential Unit Development, and
Section 2405 Open Space Preservation Option in order to
expedite the approval process, provide more flexible
development options and to encourage the preservation of
open space. First Reading

Member Mutch said he was pleased to see this come forward as he thought the
proposal was a move in the right direction. He said there were a couple of areas that he
would like to have additional discussion about and one was the One Family Cluster
option because the change proposed still limited that option to the R-1 through R-4
Zoning Districts. Member Mutch stated he would like to see Council allow the Cluster
Option within the RA Zoning District. He said they currently allowed a certain amount of
Cluster development under the RUD provision of the Ordinance. He commented he
would like to see if that could be opened up as a straight Cluster Option development.
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He said he would also like staff's input on some of the provisions within the Cluster
Option. Member Mutch said one of the limitations he saw with the Cluster Option was
the requirement that Clusters had to be in groups of a minimum of two or a maximum of
four. He said if they looked at most communities doing open space zoning ordinance
through a Cluster Option, they didn't have these kinds of requirements. He said when
the Cluster Option was first adopted, he thought it was the standard to have these pods
of homes but if they looked at modern developments with clustering, they didn't have
those kinds of limitations. He said he would like Council to consider that and some of
the other limitations that really limited the applicability. He stated he knew there was
concern that removing some of those limitations might open up areas of the City to
Cluster development but if looking at the sites within the City that were facing future
development, they were very limited and difficult. He said most of them have a lot of
limitations such as environmental features, the location and parcel size and he would
like the Ordinance to have enough flexibility that when they got to the difficult sites they
would not try to force a standard development pattern into a location that didn't really
work. He said another area he would like staff to provide input on was that the R-4
District was not allowed an RUD. He said one of the items being presented under the
revisions to the Master Plan was extending the R-4 zoning into some areas along
Eleven Mile west of Beck Road and the R-4 zoning density. Also, in the area of Twelve
Mile and Wixom Roads, there were some parcels opening up for R-4 development that
could benefit from this kind of option. Member Mutch said the RUD option allowed not
just the standard subdivision but also a collection of uses, such as Island Lake, schools,
parks, clubhouses and the things that they hadn't seen a lot of in Novi since Village
Oaks in the seventies. He thought they would want to encourage that if possible. He
asked staff to provide feedback on those options. He said it would allow them to provide
a little more flexibility in development options and hopefully, when difficult sites came
forward, it would give those developers more opportunity to utilize some of the tools that
Novi was providing. He thought it would help provide more open space, more
recreational opportunities within the City and also preserve more of the environmental
features. '

Roll call vote on CM-1 0-07-095 Yeas: Staudt, landry, Gatt, Crawford,
Fischer, Margolis, Mutch

Nays: None
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MEMORANDUM
CLAY PEARSON, CITY MANAGER

MAI~l}jSPE~CER, A/CP, pLANNER

BARBA"R,(MCBETH, A/CP, DEPUTY DIRECTOR

OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

SUPPLEMENTAL RESIDENTIAL OPTIONSINFORMATIOI,j

AUGUST 12, 20.10

SUBJECT:

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

THROUGH:

citytifl1ovl.()rg

At the City 'C.o.uncU's.· .JU..· Iy 1.2,2010 meeting, th..e.....c.. it.y..co..u.neil ap.pro.v.. e.d... the fi.rshe... ading lJ it
of the proposed residential options toning ordinance text amendments anddsked staff
to investigate several concepts regarding these options. The following is a brief
discussion of Planhin9 staff's recommendatiorwregarding these concepts. .

1. Penult the use of theOne-Family ClvsterOptioninthe RA Zoning District.
The Planning staff does not support allowing the use of the One-Family Cluster
Option in the RA Residential Acreage distric:t fOJ a number of reaSOnS. Most
of the potential development jjorcels in the RA district are in thesbuthwest
corner of the City which is predominately open space and detached single
family dwellings (see. attached Potential Development Properties in the RA
District map). Other development options are available for parcels in the RA
district, which are more s.tJitedto development.ofthese parcels and to the
Character of the RA district. Tile RUDoptiondoes permil cluster
development and mandates a buffer of single family hom.es around the
perimeter of the development, which may help to preserve the detached
single famBy residential charClcter of the surrounding areas, Also, the RUD
option inCludes a set discretionary review determinationS which are not
included in the One-Family Cluster option requirements, thus the city CounCil
could more easily add condifionsor even deny a proposal that doesn't fit the
character of the neighborhood, In addition, staff believes the other
residential development options give developers ample incentive, to
conserve natural features,

2. Remove/modify cluster and spacing requirements in the One'romlty Cluster
Oplion.
At this time the Planning staff recommends maintaining the clustering and
spacing provisions of the One-Family Cluster Optfon 10 allow time for staff to
conduct further research On the matter. Staff Would .also like to produce
sketch models demonstrqting the current requiremeNts qnd the potential
results of other standards. The current standar'ds prevent row-type attached
dwellings and provide for open spoce between the clusti3rs base9 on the
numl;>er of units in opposing clusters. Both provisions help maintain a
detached single farnily residential charact/;'r to the developm/;'nt vers$s a
multip!.e family character. Staff's initial research into thismotterindicat$s that
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there may be opportunities to redvce setback and spacing requirements
whil.e maintaining safeguards that the ordinance provides.

3. Reploce the lot depth limit with a maximum lot size for the One FamilyCluster
option.
In ofqer to olioW more parcels to be able to use the One Family Cluster
Option, but not 6!iCOUfdl;je d profiferation of developments under this option,
Planning Staff recommends expanding the number of parcels qualifying for
this option to include parcels witha depth of up to 600 feet (from 360 feet).
At this time the Planning staff recommends keepingth", proposeq 600 feet
property depth recommendation. Theaftached Potential 600 Ft. Cluster
QQtion Development Prol2erties map depicts the ,six pot",ntial development
properties that could quafify for the One-Family Cluster option using the 600
feet depth qualification. The vast mojarity of the other potentiol
development parcels. that are .In the Mast",r Plan for R-lto R-4 residential
densities, include a substantiol amount of woodlands or wetlands ond thus
could qualify for the One-Family Cluster option if 50% of the area is preserved.
Other parcels could qualify based on .shape, soils or topography under the
c;vrrent ordinance provisions. Permitting the use of this option on cdl R-l to R-4
parcels could reduce the amount of natural resources preserved because a
developer could use the option Without saving naturat features.

4. Allow use of RUn in R·4areos.
Staffdoes not haVe dny concerns with expanding the useel fhis .opflol'\ to the
R-4 ZOning distric;t. The attached Potential R-4 District Development Properties
map shows the areash'last<;ir planned for 3.3 dwelling units per acre Which is
consistent with the R-4 zonIng density. These two areas include property on
the southsldE1 of TWelveMile Road, between Wixom arld Napier Roads, and
property on the southside of Eleven Mile Road, west of Beck Road. Although
these areas dO not appear to lndUdesubstdntial areas of regulated wetlands
that would permit. an increase in density, some parcels contain unregulated
wetlands ond woodlandsthqtcould be preserved as open space it the RUD
option was used. A copy of the proposed ordinance amendments
incorporating this change and a revised One-Family Residenfial
Development Options Chart are attached for the City Council's
conSiderotion.

This matter will be placed on an upcoming City council agenda for further
consideration and possible adoption of the ordinance amendments fora second
reoding.
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PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION SUMMARY

CITY OF NOVI
Regular Meeting

Excerpts
Wednesday, June 23, 2010 1 7 PM

Council Chambers 1Novi Civic Center 145175 W. Ten Mile
(248) 347-0475

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at or about 7:00 PM.

ROLL CALL
Present: Member Baratta, MeTT)ber Cassis, Member Gutman, Member Lynch, Chair Pehrson, Member
Prince
Absent: Member Greco (excused), Member Larson (excused). Member Meyer (excused)
Also Present: Barbara McBeth, Deputy Director of Communify Development; Krisfen Kapelanski,
Planner; Mark Spencer, Planner; David Beschke, Landscape Architect; Lindon Ivezaj, Engineer; Kristin
Kolb, City Attorney; Rod Arroyo, Traffic Consultant; John Freeland, Environmental Consultant; Doug
Necci, Fa<;:ade Consultant

PUBLIC HEARINGS

2. ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT 18.243
Public Hearing for a recommendation to the City Council for Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment
18.243, an ordinance to repeal and delete sections of Ordinance No. 97-18, as amended, the
City of Novi Zoning Ordinance at Article 24, Schedule of Regulations, Section 2401, Preservation
Option and Section 2402, Subdivision Open Space Plan and to amend and renumber at Section
2403, One-Family Clustering Option, Section 2404 RUD Residential Unit Development and Section
2405 Open Space Preservation Option. Amendments proposed in order to expedite the approval
process and provide more flexible development options that encourage the preservation of open
space, in accordance with the goals and objectives of the Master Plan for Land Use.

In the matter of Text Amendment 18.243, motion to recommend approval to City Council. Motion
carried 6-0.

, Actual language of motions subject to review.
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PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS - STRIKE THROUGH VERSION



STATE OF MICHIGAN

COUNTY OF OAKLAND

CITY OF NOVI

ORDINANCE NO.I0 - 18 - 243

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 97-18, AS AMENDED, THE CITY OF
NOVI ZONING ORDINANCE, ARTICLE 24, AMENDMENTS TO ORDINANCE,
REMOVING SECTION 2401, PRESERVATION OPTION AND SECTION 2402
SUBDIVISION OPEN SPACE PLAN, AND AMENDING AND RENUMBERING
SECTIONS 2403 RESIDENTIAL CLUSTER OPTION, SECTION 2404 RUD
RESIDENTIAL UNIT DEVELOPMENT, AND SECTION 2405 OPEN SPACE
PRESERVATION OPTION IN ORDER TO EXPEDITE THE APPROVAL PROCESS
AND PROVIDE MORE FLEXIBLE DEVELOPMENT OPTIONS TO ENCOURAGE
THE PRESERVATION OF OPEN SPACE.

THE CITY OF NOVI ORDAINS:

Part I.

That Ordinance No. 97-18, the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance, as amended, Article 24,
Amendments to Ordinance, Section 240 1, Preservation Option, Section are hereby amended to
read as follows:

ARTICLE 24, SCHEDULE OF REGULATIONS

Section 2400. [Unchanged]

£eation24Ql. Preservation Option.

Intont. The intent of this seotion is to provide fle,dbility in development to enoourago and
faoilitnte the substantial proser/ation of looally regulated woodlands as a functioning ecosystem
with minimal intrnsion, to provide an inoentive to preserve locally important plaat and/or animal
h·abitnts as part of t'he overall ecosystem in areas of tho development. Upon re'liew and
recommendation by the Planning Commission and approval by the Cit)' Council, a reduction of
lot sizes and lot viidths by a developer may be permitted when an area of the site ,,,,hieh meets the
requirements ofthis £ection is designated as open space and preserved. The perceAtage of area of
the Aet site so preserved is the basis for the calculation of the allowable lot size and lot '.vidth
reduation.

It is the further intent of this option thAt it shall not be used to iAcrease the number of lots
in a development b~'oAd the maximum permitted based upon the net site area and pursuant to the
density limitations of the zoning distriat w'herein the projeet is loeated as established at £eetioA
24QQ, Dwelling Unit Densil)stfype Regulations.

The City Council, after Planning Commission reeommendation made after a publis
hearing held in accordance with tlle guidelines set forth in £eation 3QQ6 of this Ordinance, may
permit development under this optioA when it san be found tllat the proteetion and preservation of
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looally regtl!ated woodlaads aad looally importaat hallitals provides fOr a subdivision or sHe plaa
layout whioh meets the eonditions eontained within this seotion.

a. Woodlaad at'ess regulated by Chapter 37 of the Novi Code of Ordinanoes
aad not regulated b)' aay wetland proteetion aet or ordinaaee;

b. Wetlaad sethaek at'eas, as provided fOr in Seetion 2400(t).

o. The at'eas desoribed in subpat'ts (I) and (2) below, provided eaoll sueh
area is eontiguous to aa at'ea deseribed in subseetions la., b., allove, or a
similat'ly preserved area on neighboring property, or otherwise eonneeted
to sueh areas by an easemeflt preserved in a natural state whieh allows all
preservation oredit at'eas te serve as an overall plant aad/or aaimal
hallitat at'ea. Tile easement area providing sueh eonneetion may be
erossed wHh roads and utilities provided that it is not part of a plaltedlot:

(1) Qualj{)' wetlands less than two (2) aores in size. A buffOr area of
twemy five (25) fOet fOr this at'ea may also be ineluded.

(2) Other leeally important plaat and/or animal hallitats v<hieh at'e
not eovered by regulations provided these areas meet the
fOlIo'.ving eonditions:
(al TIlO)' at'e aa unoommon or fat'e eeosystem in tile ej{)';
(b) They at'e of elloeptienal value aad quality;
(e) They enhaaee the value of the surrounding area; aad
(d) They enhanoe the quality of the neighboring platH aad/or

aaimal hallitats.

2. bet aFoa and width Foduetiens; sotbaeks. Tile allov"able lot area and width
reduetions at'e given in :he fOllowing sohedule. The ealoulations are based upon
tile Preservation Credit Pereentage (PCP). The PCP is equal to the pereeflt of the
net site area wbieh is eomprised of allewallle preservation oredH at'ess as givon in
Subseetion 1, allove.

Page 2 of 34



ZoniRg
Distriet

,",rea iR Square Feet WidtA iR Feet

Overall
Density
on tAe
i'M
&He

43,56Q redueed Ay the PGP to a 15Q redueed by tAe PCP to a
\l.&

miRinlllm 004,848 miRimum ofl4 Q

21,78Q redueed by the PCP to a 12Q redueed by tAe PCP to a
R-l-- ~miRimum ef 18,QQQ minimum of II Q

18,QQQ redueed by tAe PGP to a llQ redueed by tAe PCP to a
R-2- ' ;hQ

minimum of 14,4QQ miRimum of 9Q

12,QQQ redueed by tAe PCP to a 9Q redueed by the PCP to a
R-2- 2;f

miRimum of lQ,QQQ miRimum of 8Q

NotwithstaRding requiremeRts at SeetioR 24QQ, FootRote (t), side lot yard sethaeks may be
redueed as follows:

Side Yard (ICet)Lot Width (feet)

II Qor greater

9Q or greater, but less thaR IIQ

8Q or greater, b"tless than 9Q

MiRimum Side Yard Setbae!;

Aggregate of Two Side Yards
(feet)

4if---

3. eeneeptp[.fm. For purposes of review ofaR applieatioR for 'Ise orthe option on a
giveR pareel of laRd, the applieant sAall submit 'Nith its applieatioR a eoneept plaR
:0 seale whieh depiets existing woodlands and wetlands, proposed open spaee,
existing aRd proposed pHBlie aRd private roads (and road rigAts of way),
proposed lot dimensions (in tAe ease of a plat), proposed building site dimensioRs
CiR the ease of a site eondomiRium), and a sehedule of all proposed lot (or
lffii.Iding site) '""idths aRd areas. IR addition, the applieant shall submit a bona fide
plaR depieting the use of the property as a eOR¥el1tional subdivision or site
eORdomiRium. Approval of aR appliea:ion based upon a eeReept plaR shall
remain valid for a period of ORe (I) year, withiR whieh time the applieant shall
seeure tentative prelimiRary plat approval OR the ease of a plat) or prelimiRa.)'
site plan approval OR the ease of a eondomiRium prejeet), abseRt the granting of
aR e)({eRsioR by the City CouReil. Au~' plat or site plaR shall be eORsistent with
the approval applieation aRd eoneept plaR. Minor deviations iR the lot dimensioRs
aRd road layout of the eOReept plaR are permissible, provided that the plat or site
plaR remains iR eonformity with the requiremeRts of :his seetioR. The applieant's
submittal shall inelude a revie'"" ICe as established by reselutioR of the City
COURGil.
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4. Required findings. The Plm'lHiag Commissioa may reeommead, aad tfle Cit)'
COHaeil may gnmt appro'ial of aa applieatioa oaly after fiadiag that all of the
fellov,,;ag eriteria are mee:

a. That the Hse of the optioa oa a gi\'ea pareel of laad will resHlt ia a more
pleasiag aad desirable 1~'oHt tflaa wOHld be attaiaed under boaa fido
eoaventional plae::iag teehaiqHes or, in the easo of a site eoadomiaiHm,
Hader boaa fide eoaveatioaal sitiag teehaiqHes.

lr.- That tfle Hse of the optioa, whea eompared to tfle Hse of boaa fide
eoaveatioaal plattiag or sitiag teehaiques, '.Yill HOt eaHse aay detrimeatal
il'HjJaet Hpea tfle sHrroHadiag aeighborhood, or Hpoa the eapabilities of
pHblie serviees aad faeilities iaeludiag, bHt HOt limited to, roads, water
serviee, sewer serviee, ste_water maaagemeat feeilities, and poliee aad
fire protestioa.

e. That tfle projeet is HOt a eoatiaHatioa (phase) of a platted developmeat or
site eondomiaium whieh has been buile Hader eonventioaal plattiag or
sitiag teehaiqHes Haless aa area plaa depietiag tfle intentioa of the
developer to use this option in future phases of the developmeat was
preseated '",ith tfle original phase of the development aad diselosed te
pHrehasers of tfle development.

d. That tfle Hse of tfle optioa will result in sHbstaatial preservation of loeally
regHlated weodlaads, loeally importaat small wetlaads, or aaimal aad/or
plaat habitat thaa WOHld be possible with boaa fide eoaventional platting
or siting teehniqHes. In maldag tflis evalootion, tfle Plaaaing Commission
and City COHaeil shall eonsider:

(I) Whetfler tfle use of l'he optioa, whea eompared to tho Hse of boaa
fide eonvontional platting or sitiag toehniques, will improve tho
ability of the presolyed woodlaads aad wotlmlds to serve as a
noise buffer aad wiadbroak aad to serve to preveat dmBage from
erosion, siltatioH, aad to preveat the loss of wildlife, vegotation
aad aatural hab itat.

(2) Whether tfle use of tfle optioa ','>'ill result in substantial
preservation of woodlmlds aad wetlaads aad 10ea11y impOltent
habitat whieh are preserved as a eoatiguous '""hole.

(3) \l/hetfler the use of l'he optioa, whon eOlBpared to tho Hse of bona
fide ooavoational platting or sitiag teehniques, will rosult in
suhstential woodlaad al1d wotland preservatioa ','/hieh batter
protosts property, goologieal, eeologieal, historieal aad aesthetie
values.

(4) Whether the woodlaad features eO be prosorved aad whieh '""ould
aot otflerwise be preservod Hsiag boaa fide eOlweatioaal plattiag
or sitiag teohaiques are of sigaifieent importaaee ia that they are
a woodlaads oontaiHiag a diversity of speoies ia good healtfl,
provide sigaifieant habitat value, aad are an envirenmental asset.
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(5)

e.

FlOt ?:herv, Ise be jlreserves usmg bona fise eonventioFlal lattiFl
or sltl~g teehFllques are of signifieallt imjlortanee in that inoy ar:
esseFltIa~ for jlreventing jlollution or the imjlairment-ef
sestfHetIo.n of natural resouree systems ans the en' 'ironmea-+
they jlroPls h b' I Y " orS ~ c e aa Itat to 1" ant or animal sjleeies whieh have been

eSlgnates as threateAes or ensangeres.

The s Ieve ojlmeFlt iFlelllses a meehanism to ass h
jlresorvatioFl ofthe jlreserves aAs ure ve jlermalleFlt
whieh Shall be Sill>" t t '.,. ". ojlen sjlaee areas, the soellmeFltatioFl of

~ee 0 r&de" ans ajljlro"al by the eitl I 1 I
The meehallism Shall jlermit, iFl the eveFlt 'of the fr'l s/~a eOIlFlse .
O"'flers t al ure e t e jlrojlerty

..~O jlreserve ailS maintain the areas, :he Cit· to rf
mamteFlanee ans jlreservatioFl funetions ailS to assoss th~ eost ~~01rm
jlerformanee to the jlrojlerty O'Nners The City A Ito . h II . slleh." . . . n rno) s- a·· rO"IO'" ailS
leFl~er aFl OjllHlOn with resjleetto: 'n

(I)

(2)

The jlrojlosesmanner of holding title to the jlreserves areas;

The jlrojloses methos ofjlayment oftalWs'

thereof; ailS mg

The jlrojloses me:tlOs ofregHlating the Ilse of the areas',

The jlrojloses methos of maintaining the areas ailS the finane'

~

(4)

(5)

all the terms ailS eonsRions oitlw:;;:rm~~~e ojlment LH eomjllianee with

::=Fll;entf jlermits slleh a.s wooslanss use jlenFlits ans w~7:::s:
s or He sevelojlment anE! Iljls S 1 .

f.

5. Pl'esened netW'£lI resel/rees IFl assition to th .. .

6. D1'l 4 ., ,ase, pre;eets. When a final jllat is sllbmi s .' . .
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Seeti01'12402, Sllbdivisio1'1 O~eR S~aee Plan.,

I. The inteRt of the SllbdivisioR O~eR S~aee PlaR is to ~romoto the followiRg objeetives:

A

g,

C.

D,

Provide a more desireble living envir01'1meRt by ~resefVing ,he 1'1atllral eharaeter
of ope1'1 fields, staAds of trees, brooks, hills aRd similar Ratllral assets,

E1'1eOllrage develepers to llse a moro ereative app!'oaeh i1'1 tho developmeRt of
residential areas,

Eneollrage a more emeieRt, aesthetie and desirable llse of ope1'1 area vchile
reeog1'1izi1'1g a redlletion i1'1 developme1'1t eosts al1d allowi1'1g the developer to
bypass or preserve 1'1atllral ameflities or obstaeles Ofl the site,

Eneollrage the pfOvisiofl of opefl spaee within reasoflable distaRee of all lot
developmeRt of the sllbdivisiofl and to further eReollrage the developmeflt of
reereatieflal faeilities,

2, Modifieatio1'1s to standards otdifled in Article 24, Sehedllle of Regulations, may be made
by the Plaflning Commission after a pllblie beari1'1g held as set forth in Seetion 3006. of this
OrdiflaHee to the R 1 throllgh R 4 Ofle Family Residential Distriets or to the Ri\ R'lsidefltial
Aeroage Distri"" whefl the followiflg eOflditiofls are met:

,A" The area aad width of lots ifl the RA afld R 1 throllgh R 4 Distriets may be
!'edlleed as follows:

Zoning Miflimllm Lot Minimllm Lot
Distriet Area (sg, ft.) Width (ft.)

AA- 39,200 ffi.-

R-+- 19,60Q .J..W-

R-2- 16,20Q 9Q-

R-2- 10,000 &Q-

R-4- 9,000 &Q-

The above lot a!'ea aad lot width !'edlletions are pefll'litted, provided the dwelliflg
<mit deflsit)' shall be no greater than the followiflg deflsities by residefltial distriet:

ZOfliflg Distriet

0,8 dwelliflgs to the aere

~'.velliflgs to the aere

2.0 dv..ellings to the aero

2,7 dwelliflgs to the aere

3.3 dv{elliflgs to the aere
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Tile area aseEl for eompating Elensit)' sllallae in aeeorElanee wilil-tlle Elefinition of
Elensit)' eoataineEl witllin Seetion 201. Definitions: D P,

B. Rear yarEls in lile R I Distriet may be reElaeeElay fifteen (15) feet anEl in tile R 2
lilroagll R q Distriet by ten (10) feet wben saeillots borEler on lanEl EleElieateEl for
priyate parks, reereation or asable open spaee area proviEleEl the minimam wiEllil
of saiEl reserveEllanEl shall not ae less tllan one llanElreEl anEl fifty (150) feet in
wiEltll measareEl from lile rear lot line of any given lot to tile nearest lot line of
any opposing lot

C. UnEler lile provisions of item A. above oflhis Seetion for eaell sqaare foot of lanEl
gaineEl wililin a residential sabElivision lilroagll lile redaetion of lot size below tile
minimam reqairements as oatlineEl in Artiele 2Q, SelleElale ef Rega1a!iens, by
Elistriet, at least eqaal amoant of lanEl sllall be resef\'eEl for lile eommon ase of ilie
lot ovmers of lile sabElivision anEl maiataineEl by tilem in a manner approveEl by
the Cit),_ The meehanism to assare the permanent preservation anEl maintenanee
ef open spaee areas shall be sabjeet to revie",,' anEl approval by lile City's legal
eoanseL Tho meehanism sllall penn it, in the eyent of lile failare of ilie property
owners to preservo anEl maiatain areas, lile City to perform maintenanee anEl
preservation fanetions anEl to assess lile eost ef saeh perre_enee to the property
owners, Tile Cit)' Attorney shall review anEl renElor an opinion with respect to: (I)
the proposeEl manner of holding title to tile preserveEl areas; (2) the proposeEl
methoEl ofpH)'ment ofta"es; (3) lile pFOposeElmethoEl ofregalating the ase of the
areas; (q) lile proposeEl metllod of maiataiaing the areas anEl lile fiaaneiag
lilereof; anEl (5) any otller faetor relating to the legal or praetieal problems of
ovmorship aaEl maiatenaaee of opea lanEl,

D, The area to be reserveEl far sabEliyision open spaee,--i-nelaEliag spaee fer aetive
resreation parposes, enEl spaee left in a nataral stale, sash as stenEls of trees anEl
woodlanEls, arooks anEl wetlands, hills enEl similar assets, shall ia no instanee be
less than fear (q) aeres, proviEled a pareel EliviEleEl ay a roaEl or stream may be
eoasiElereEl as one pareeL Farther, eaeh saeh area or areas of lan~ EleElieateEl for
common lise:

(l) Shall not iaelaEle any _a aseEl fer street parposes,
(2) Shall be desigaeEl anEllaid oat in saeh a nlanaer that: (a) it shall Elireetly

borEler a majority oflile lots within the sabElivisioa or (b) at least tweaty­
five perseat (25%) of the perimeter borElers on a saaElivision street.
These reqairemeats ma)' be moElifieEl by the Plaaaiag Commission where
chere exists oa the site lanEls lilat are within the jarisElietion of the
WooEllaads Proteetioll OrEliaanee, OrElillanse }lo, 86 125 [CoEle of
OrElinaaees, Chapter 37]; as _ellEleEl, or within lile jarisElistioa of the
WetlanEl anEl Watereourse Protestioa OrElinenee, OrEliaanse No, 85 119
[CoEle of OrElillallees, Chapter 12, i\rtiele V] as amenEleEl, or all)'

eombiaatioa of saeh lanEls,

(3) Shall be proviEleEl with a sigaifieallt means of aeeess by streets or
pedestriall aseesswH)'s to all areas reserveEl fer ilie sommoa use of the
lanEl fer lilose lots ia the sabElivisioll iliat Elo aot Elireetl)' borEler the
common areas.
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(4) Shall be designed and laid out in sueh

eOflstrueted with the eonslruetiofl of the s:~ed~v~s~~:~ reereation shall be

Shall eORtaifl flO aetive reereati I

U11ll1mum reqalremeRts of thi S fa neeessal') to meet tfle
I e s ee IOfl 8',eept tl I Ian seapee and maifltained ",'latiVces or pORds when
", h' . as an mtegral pal~ f I' '
A 10111 the eevelopment, and quality'" t1 d 0: a alger eommon area
as regulated by City Oreinaflee mlb:~ee ~n s ot le,ss than two (2) aeres
eomputations, Retention basins shJl tm:lueed ~n usable opefl spaee
requned opeR spaee, no e eonsldered as part of the

f tfl ' , , ORa areas at or alo th' ,
o ~e SUbeIYISIOR, e),eept that saeh

Rge
outer penmeters

perImeter of the sabdi"isio,,<II h areas may e1ltend to the outer
, ,R"eRtearea b

aetlve reereatioR areas iR adjaeeflt sUbei"~: eane eonneeted te like
thaR those iRtended for aeti"e ' ,ISIORS, OpeR spaee areas other
tl" ' reereatlORal use ma' "d '

1e outer perImeter of the s be' ,,,) eAtefl to or aloRg
H IVlSIOH.

Shall ~ot inelude beeies of water and '
reereatlOnal purposes as part f tfl I subaqdeous areas unsuitable for
.. , 0 eandare '

(5)

; (6)

Shall be eesigRee ane laie out in sueh am(7)

areas oftl1e plan shall find' II) COlIl1611, lH earl')'ing out its re,'ie'" f tfl,. v - iN 0 e eOffimoo

land shall be subjeet to re\'iew and appr~:,:;:~pen Sp~ee Plan Option on any givel1-f*l1'-£e!-Bf
lot layoat, street eonfiguratien and tfle I' t' e Plannmg Commission aRd Cil" Coune'] t
areas R .. ' n' f oea Ion ane sl~e e' J I as 0
Fee ,":h~e", 0 a eeneeplual ee'lelopmeRt plan shall~ an~ :"erall layout of the open spaee

omfoHen atlOfl to tfle City Coufleil A" e ma e y the Planfling Comm' ,

eommoR use shall maintain its natural e ,anfler that all land reserved forramage,

3, The reasoflab]eness of the Sube',,' ,

~~::~n :::~~~meeo:::;:ie~e::r:ent JaRa~h~{:~~::fl:',!I::fu:'?;::~~dO:t: llflpliea,tio:

:::",".'7-~ ,"" .",~,:,::::'':"'':''''""''''-'''' "".: ~:;;fl me 0 afl e~cteflslon by tfle City Cmmei!. a SPO eOfldomnllum pr~eet), absent the

1, The Planniflg Commissiofl ane C ' "

for tfle purposes for whieh it is ifl!efld e proposed eommon areas to be suitable
e ,

Those pertiofls of the total eemmOfl land lb '

The loeatiofl, si~e ane overall sha e of tfleA.

B.

C,
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Po- The overell area ef eommon lana, whefevef possiale, vafies in '""iath so as to take
aavantage of the naturel amenities of the site sueh as grouna eovef, stfeams,
gullies, gfouna s'Nales ana ete. ana to effeetuate a mOfe pleasing appearanee.

E. Whefevef a vaF)'ing in the wiaths of the eommen aFeas is proposea, that as
elosoly as possiale, a general aalanoe aetween the nllffowef eOlnmon lanas anti
ilie afoaaer eomffion lanas is aehioveEl,

¥.- The leeatien, size ana shape of pfoposea aooess poiJ:ts, open spaees, feefeational
areas ana any proposea aeeessof)' steuetufes, afe eteady shown en the plan ana
iaeatifiea, ana iliat these afeas ana stflletufes, aleng wiili general use patlefns ana
peaestdan eireulation felate well with ilie lets within the sulJElivision.

5. DRaef ilie Suaaivision Open Spaee Plan, ilia aeveloper shall fesefve the total pad, aFea in
aeeOfaanee with ilia faEjuifements of iteffi 2.C. ofiliis Seetion, at the :ime of tiling of the final plat
as feEjuifea in the City's Suaaivision Regulatiemr.

6. Upon aeeeptanee ana Tentative PfeliminaFY Plat appfoval of ilie plat, the Cit)' Couneil
shall instruet the applieaat to have pfepaFea, fef feview ana appfoval ay the City's Legal Counsel,
a eonteaet setting ferth the maAfJer ef ilio aeaieation ana title of tho open lana Of eommon afeas,
tlte-inannef of ownership, tae featFietive eovenants reqllirea fer ffiemaefship rights ana privileges,
maintenanee ana oaJigation to pay assessments fer the same ans pfevisien fer tae Ci:y to effeet
use ana maintenanee as proposes ans assess the eost thereefte ilie let ewners ifneeessafY.

7. Provisions fer aenses Of mnsea seeudty fer ilie aSSUFanee of ilie installation of requires
improvements, utilities, ana faeilities saallao in eomplianee wita Caapter 26.5 of ilie Orsinanee
COO&.

(Ora. 1'10.04 ] 8.190, § 3, 9 13 04)

Section 2403.1 One-Family Clnstering Option.

The intent of this Section is to permit, through design innovation, flexibility in the
development of one-family residential housing patterns on sites where the conventional
subdivision approach to residential development would either destroy the unique environmental
significance of the site, or where a transitional type of residential development is desirable. To
accomplish this, the following modifications to the One-Family Residential Standards of this
Ordinance may be permitted subject to the conditions herein imposed:

I. In all one-family residential districts, the clustering of one-family dwellings may
be permitted, provided that:

A. The parcel of land under direct or indirect control of the applicant
consists of an unsubdivided area generally not exceeding taree hHfldred
si'H)' feet (360') six hundred feet (600') in depth abutting a freeway or
major thoroughfare which is designated on the Thoroughfare Plan of the
City of Novi Master Plan as having a right-of-way of at least one
hundred twenty feet (120'), and the Planning Commission finds that the
use of the cluster option is necessary to provide a transition between the
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major thoroughfare or freeway and conventional one-family detached
housing areas; or

B, The land consists of an unsubdivided area and the Planning Commission
finds, after reviewing the proposed site plan and after public hearing as
required by Section 2403,6, that the conventional approach to residential
development would destroy the unique environmental significance of the
site, and that the use of the cluster option is a desirable course of action
to follow,

One of the following conditions must also be found to exist:

(1) Site is of such unusual shape that a conventional approach to
residential development would cause peculiar or exceptional
practical difficulties or exceptional undue hardship; or

(2) Site is composed of generally unbuildable soils over a majority
of the total site area; or

(3) Site is characterized to a substantial degree by severe
topographic conditions in which changes in elevation include
slopes in excess of fifteen percent (15%) or where the achieving
of road grades of less than six percent (6%) is impossible over a
majority ofthe site, absent mass grading; or

(4) The majority (50%) of the net site area (defined here as the area
which is delineated by parcel lines, exclusive of rights-of-way as
shown on the adopted master plan) is composed of lands that are
within jurisdiction of Woodland Protection Ordinance, as
amended, Chapter 37 of the Code of Ordinances, or within the
jurisdiction of the Wetland and Watercourse Protection
Ordinance, as amended, Chapter 12, Article V of the Code of
Ordinances, or any combinatIon of such lands,

2, The woodlands and wetlands used to qualify for the cluster option under Section
2403, LB.(4) shall be left undisturbed and in their natural state so as to remain in
excess of fifty (50) percent of the net site area,

3, The overall pennitted unit density within an unsubdivided parcel which qualifies
for consideration under either Section 2403, IA or 1B shall not exceed the
following dwelling unit densities by districts, which shall be calcnlated in
accordance with the definition of density contained within Section 201:
Definitions: D--F:
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Zoning District

R-I

R-2

R-3

R-4

Dwellings Per Acre

1.65

2.0

2.7

3.3

4. Under this Section, the attaching of one-family homes in clusters, or the
detaching of one-family homes in clusters, shall be permitted subject to the
following conditions:

A. The attaching of one-family homes within a cluster shall be permitted
when said homes are attached either tluough a common party wall or
garage wall which does not have over fifty (50) percent of an individual
wall or more than twenty-five (25) percent of the total exterior walls of
the living area of a one-family home in common with the wall or walls of
the living area of an adjoining home; or by means of an architectural
detail which does not fonn interior room space; or through a common
party wall in only the garage portion of adjacent structures.

B. The detaching of one-family homes within clusters shall be permitted
provided said homes shall be spaced not less than six (6) feet apart when
opposing dwelling unit walls contain no openings, and not less than ten
(10) feet apart when opposing dwelling unit walls contain openings. The
distance between opposing garage walls within a cluster shall meet local
fire codes, except that in no case shall said walls be less than six (6) feet
apart.

C. The maximum number of homes in a cluster shall be subject to review by
the Planning Commission, except that in no case shall a cluster contain
less than two (2) homes or more than four (4) homes.

D. No structure within a cluster shall be located closer than thirty (30) feet
to any interior private street or drive, thirty (30) feet from any public
right-of-way, or seventy-five (75) feet to any peripheral property line.

Clusters of one-family homes shall be arranged on the site so that none
shall face directly to a major thoroughfare, nonresidential district or
nonresidential use.

5. Each cluster of attached or detached one-family homes shall be separated from
any other cluster of one-family homes by a distance determined by the number of
homes in opposing clusters as set forth in the following scale; except that the
Planning Commission after review of site development plans, may modify the
strict application of the distance in those instances where it is found that a natural
amenity would be destroyed or topographical or soil conditions limit a practical
dimensional separation of clusters:
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Total homes in opposing clusters

Minimum distance between clusters (front and rear)

Minimum distance between clusters (side)

8

JOO

75

7

85

75

6

75

60

5

65

60

4

55

50

6. On parcels of less than 10 acres, or unusual shaped parcels or in the interest of
saving natural features, the Planning Commission may ]:lennit some or all of the
following exceptions to the ordinance:

A. "T" turn-arounds or other creative access drives approved by the City
Engineer and Fire Marshal,

B. Units facing arterial and collector streets, and

C. Reduced setbacks

subject to the Planning Commission making the following findings:

A. The proposed changes will not adversely affect neighbori!)gJ)roperties;

B. Density will not exceed that pennitted in the district;

C. Safe access is provided to the development; and

D. The following conditions are met:

ill A landscape benn meeting the requirements of Section
2509.3,a())(2) is provided adjacent to other single family
residential districts;

(2) Setbacks to adjacent one-family and residential acreage
NQperties are not reduced below the rear yard setbacks ·required
jn the adjacent zoning district;

(3) Setbacks to private drives is not reduced below 25 feet;

(4) Clusters shall maintain a minimum 55 foot front and rear and 25
foot side setback between clusters; and

(5) Setbacks to existing right-of-way or proposed right-of-way, as
detennined by the City Engineer, shall not be reduced to less
than 40 feet.

6-0 7. An applicant seeking use of the one-family cluster option shall submit a site plan
to the Planning Commission for consideration. The Planning Commission, in
making its review, shall find that the site possesses at least one of the
requirements for qualifications as outlined in Section 2403 J.A or B before
approving the application. The Planning Commission shall conduct its review in
accordance with the public hearing requirements set f0l1h and regulated in
Section 3006 of this Ordinance. The use ofthe one-family cluster option shall be
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subject to tbe S]2ecial Land Use regulations of Section 2516.2.c. and the
a]2J2foving body may impose conditions on its approval subiect to the provisions
of Section 2516.2.c.

+.li. The site plan shall be prepared as follows:

A. Site plans, in addition to meeting all requirements of the City's Site Plan
Review Procedures Manual, shall provide the following:

(I) The structural outline (building envelope) of all structures
proposed on the site.

, (2) Architectural renderings of building facade elevations within a
typical cluster.

(3) The areas to be dedicated as open space and recreational use,
showing access, location and any improvements. Assurance of
the permanence of the open space and its continued maintenance
shall be submitted for review and approval by the City's Legal
Counsel. The City Attorney shall review and render an opinion
with respect to:

(a) The proposed manner of holding title to the open space.

(b) The proposed manner of payment of taxes.

(c) The proposed method of regulating the use of open land.

(d) The proposed method of maintenance of property and
the financing thereof.

(e) Any other factor relating to the legal or practical
problems of ownership and maintenance of the open
land.

(4) The location of access drives, streets and off-street parking areas,
sidewalks, trash receptacles, etc.

(5) The location, extent and type of landscaping in accordance with
the requirements of Section 2509 of this Ordinance.

&.2. The applicant shall submit as a part of his site plan proposed building elevations
and typical floor plans. Elevation drawings shall be drawn to scale and need only
be a sample of development throughout the site. Where more than one type of
structural design is intended, sample elevation and cOlTesponding floor plans for
each type shall be submitted.

9.lQ., In reviewing the site plan for application of the one-family cluster option to a
particular site, the Planning Commission shall require:
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A. A landscaped undulating earth berm, at least six (6) feet in height at its
lowest elevation, be provided along the entire property line of any
boundary line abutting a major thoroughfare or nonresidential district.
The berm shall not be included as any pali of a side or rear yard but may
be a part of an adjoining open space area. Eartb benns where employed
on the site shall be designed so as not to obscure clear vision at street
intersections. The Planning Commission may pennit an optional
landscape treatment that is consistent with Section 2509 of this
Ordinance and which will serve as an effective screening barrier when a
lalldscape berm Is not practical due to site conditions.

B. Concrete pedestrian safety paths (sidewalks) of five (5) feet in width
along both sides of all public and private roads within a cluster ,option
development.

-Wll. Approval of a site plall under this Section shall be effective for a period of one
(I) year from date of approval. Development not staJied in this period shall be
considered as abandoned and authorization shall expire, requiring that any
proposed development thereafter shall be resubmitted for review and approval by
the Planning Commission. Any proposed change in a site plan after approval has
been granted, shall require review and approval by the Planning Commission
prior to effecting said change.

Section 24041. RUD Residential Unit Development.

The purpose of the Residential Unit Development Option, hereinafter referred to as RUD,
is to pennit an optional means of development flexibility in the RA Residential Acreage District
and in the R-I through R-3 One-Family Residential Districts, which allows a mixture of various
types of residential dwelling units (one-family, attached one-family cluster). It is fmiher the intent
of this Section to permit permanent preservation of valuable open land, fragile natural resources,
and rural community character that would be lost under conventional development. This would be
accomplished by pennitting flexible lot sizes in accordance with open land preservation credits
when such developments provide detached and/or attached single family dwelling units which are
located and designed in a substantial open land setting, and through the consideration of
relaxation of area, bulk, yard, dimensional, and other zoniug ordinance standards in order to
accomplish specific planning objectives. This flexibility is intended to reduce the visual intensity
of development; provide privacy; protect natural resources from intrusion, pollution, or
impainnent; protect locally important animal and plant habitats; preserve lallds of unique scenic,
historic, or geologic value; provide private neighborhood recreation; and protect the public health,
safety and welfare. Such flexibility will also provide for:
- The use of land in accordance with its character and adaptability;
- The construction and maintenance of streets, utilities and public services in a more economical
and emcient manner;

The compatible design and use of neighboring properties; and
The reduction of development sprawl, so as to preserve open space as undeveloped land.

To accomplish the purpose and intent of this Section, the following modifications to
applicable one-family residential standards shall be pennitted subject to the conditions imposed
by this section:

Page 14 of 34



I. Residential Unit Development Regulations. The RUD Option shall only be
considered for parcels containing at least eigbt)' (-W1 twenty (20) contiguous
acres of land under single ownership or control. Contiguous land may be
separated by a road right-of-way. All RUD uses shall be regulated as set forth in
this Section, an approved RUD plan, any special conditions imposed by the
Planning Commission or City Council, and other applicable provisions of this
Ordinance. An ROO shall include detached one-family dwellings. An RUD may
also include:

A. One-family dwelling clusters, provided that: (l) a majority of dwelling
units within the RUD are detached, non-clustered one-family dwellings;
and (2) a significant pOltion of the dwelling units are conventional one­
family dwelling units. Conventional one-family dwelling units are units
constructed on platted lots or site condomininm building sites with area
and width conforming to the schedule of regulations for the underlying
zoning district. The Planning Commission and City Council shall review
the mixture of residential dwelling types to detennine whether the
proportions of dwelling types meet the purpose and intent of this section
in accordance with subsections 240~2.4 and 240~2.8, below.

B. Rental or management offices and club rooms accessory to the RUD.

C. Churches.

D. Public, parochial, and private elementary and/or high schools offering
courses in general education.

E. Noncommercial golf courses.

F. Public libraries, parks, parkways and recreational facilities.

G. Private parks and recreation areas for us~ of the residents of the RUD.

H. Accessory uses and accessory buildings.

2. Perimeter Buffering. In order to assure development that is compatible with the
zoning of adjacent propelty, where the RUD abuts a one-family district,
development of that strip of land 330 feet in depth adjacent to such one-family
district shall be restricted to detached, non-clustered, one-family dwelling units
meeting the requirements of the RUD standards, or to schools, parks, or golf
courses. For purposes of this section, the RUD shalInot be considered adjacent to
property zoned for one-family use where it is separated from such property by a
major thoroughfare. The City Council, after review and recommendation of the
Planning Commission, may vary the 330-foot depth in anyone of the following
circumstances:

A. The parcel is of a narrow dimension and will not permit sound
development of that portion remaining beyond the three hundred thirty
(330) foot strip;
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B. Due to topography or existing abutting development, the development of
the remaining portion of the parcel in question would result in an
unreasonably restrictive treatment of the parcel; or

C. The adjacent property is otherwise screened from view of development
within the RUD in the area where the 330-foot depth is varied by one of
the following, or by a combination of the following:

(l) An undulating earth berm, at least six (6) feet in height at its
lowest elevation, that is landscaped in accordance with the
standards of Section 2509, and which will serve as an effective
screening barrier. Landscaped berms shall be designed so as not
to obscure clear vision at street intersections. Berms shall not be
included as any part of a side or rear yard but may be a part of an
adjoining open space area.

(2) The retention within the RUD of an existing regulated or
unregulated wooded area, provided:

(a) The retained wooded area will provide effective
screening consistent with the opacity requirements of
Section 2509. Supplemental plant material may be added
to meet the screening requirements;

(b) The failure to retain the wooded area will have a
negative impact on the preservation of woodlands within
the City ofNovi; and

(c) The retained wooded area has been inspected by the City
relative to the health and desirability of the existing plan
material and found to be healthy and desirable.
However, in no circumstances shall any attached or
detached clustered housing dwelling unit in the RUD be
located closer than seventy-five feet to any peripheral
property line.

3. Density.

A. For purposes of determining density, the following maximum number of
dwelling units per acre overall, by zoning district, shall be permitted:

Zoning District
R-A 0.8 units to the acre overall
R- I 1.65 units to the acre overall
R-2 2.0 units to the acre overall
R-3 2.7 units to the acre overall

Density shall be measured based upon gross site acreage, excluding
identified wetlands or watercourses which are regulated by Parts 301 and
303 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994
PA 451, as amended, or Chapter 12, Article V of the Novi Code of
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Ordinances, but not excluding quality wetlands less than two (2) acres
regulated by such laws.

The dwelling unit densities set forth in Section 2403 of this Ordinance
for cluster housing may be applied to the RUD site on an individual acre
basis, provided that the overall dwelling unit density of the RUD does
not exceed the above maximum dwelling unit density levels by district.

B. An additional credit of 0.8 dwelling units per acre of RUD open space
may be granted to the applicant by the City Council, after review of the
Planning Commission, provided that such open space is dedicated to the
use of the residents of the RUD, as follows:

(1) Environmental features:
i. Watercourses and bodies of water, provided that the

following requirements are met. No less than 25% of the
boundary of the watercourse or body of water shall abut
a park area that is dedicated to the use of all RUD
residents. The park area shall be at least 100 feet in
depth and usable for active or passive recreation
(including a pathway or trail system). Where topography
or the existence of a wetland or wetland setback area
makes such recreational use impractical, the depth of the
park area shall be increased so as to pennit such
recreation. There shall be provided significant means of
access by streets or pedestrian safety paths to all areas
reserved for such use.

ii. Quality wetlands less than two (2) acres in size.

nl. Wetland and watercourse setback areas, as provided in
Section 2400, footnote (v).

iv. Regulated woodlands.

v. Other local important plant and/or animal habitats which
are not regulated, which are contiguous to regulated
woodlands, regulated wetlands, or wetland and
watercourse setback areas, and which meet the following
conditions:

a. They are an uncommon or rare ecosystem in the
city;

b. They are of exceptional valne and quality;

c. They enhance the value of the surrounding area;
and

d. They enhance the quality of the neighboring
plant and/or animal habitats.
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(2) Historical buildings which have been registered as historic
landmarks.

(3) Land Recreation Areas set aside for active or passive
recreational uses. Recreation Areas are defined as an area
established for recreation purposes that is landscaped and
permanently protected to prohibit the development of buildings,
driveways, parking spaces or roads. Sidewalks, trails, landscape
features, recreation fields or courts and associated structures are
permitted in the area, Each area permitted to qualify as a
Recreation Area must be at least one-half acre in area and the
length of the Recreation Area can not exceed three times the
width unless the area is a connecting greenway,

The area eligible for this additional open space credit shall exclude all
identified wetlands that are regulated by Part 303 of the Natural
Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended,
or Chapter 12, Article V of the Novi Code of Ordinances, but shall not
exclude quality wetlands less than two (2) acres regulated by such laws.
In determining whether to grant such additional credit, the City Council
shall consider those factors set forth in subsection 2404,7, below,

The overall dwelling unit density in the RUD, including any additional
dwelling unit credit earned for open space, shall not exceed the
maximum dwelling unit density computed utilizing the gross acreage of
the entire parcel and the allowable density of the underlying zoning
district, as provided below:

Zoning District
R-A 0.8 units to the acre overall
R-I 1.65 units to the acre overall
R-2 2.0 units to the acre overall
R-3 2.7 units to the acre overall

4. Lot Area. One-family non-clustered detached dwellings shall be subject to the
minimum lot area and lot width requirements of the underlying zoning district.
The City Council may modifY such lot area and lot width requirements where
such modification will result in the preservation of open space for those purposes
set forth in subpart 2404l.3B, above, and where the ROO will provide a genuine
variety of lot sizes, No lotsh"II.~e.?fa~~~e~?~:",idt11}es~t~"nt)1~t req~ired in
the R-3 zoning district inlleS$0JJtfjeW:J"pfff~illig~~Jffi11\;;fl¥ei:iiR!¥l1lJfJ~l!Jfihl'gi4.i~!!jet. In
determining whether to so modifY lot areas and widths, the City Council shall
consider those factors set forth in subsection 240!!t'3,7, below.

5. Yard Setbacks. For purposes of determining yard area requirements and
regulating the distance between buildings, the following requirements shall
control:
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A. One-family detached dwellings shall be subject to the mll11mUm
requirements of the zoning district. In those instances where lot sizes are
reduced in accordance with subsection 4., above, yard requirements for a
given lot shall be governed by that zoning district which has minimum
lot area and width standards that correspond to the dimensions of the
particular lot.

B. One-family clusters shall meet the minimum requirements of Section
240~J. of this Ordinance, provided that the City Council, after review by
the Planning Commission, may modifY the strict application of
requirements related to attaching cluster units (Section 240:;1.4) and
separation distance between clusters (Section 240:;1.5) where it is
demonstrated that greater open space can be provided as a contiguous
system for wildlife habitat or recreation amenity can be provided or that
a natural habitat would be destroyed or that topographical conditions
limit the practical dimensional separation of clusters.

6. Deviations from standards and area, bulk, yard, and dimensional requirements.
As part of final approval of an RUD plan, the City Council shall be authorized to
grant deviations from the strict tenns of the zoning ordinance (including the
provisions of 240~~.l through 2404~.5 above) governing area, bulk, yard, and
dimensional requirements applicable to the property. Such authorization to grant
deviations shall be conditioned upon the Council finding:

(A) That each zoning ordinance provision from which a deviation is sought
would, if the deviation were not granted, prohibit an enhancement of the
development that would be in the greater public interest;

(B) That approving the proposed deviation would be compatible with the
existing and planned uses in the surrounding area;

(C) That the proposed deviation would not be detrimental to the natural
features and resources of the affected property and surrounding area, or
would enhance or preserve such natural features and resources;

(D) That the proposed deviation would not be injurious to the safety or
convenience of vehicular or pedestrian traffic. In determining whether to
grant any such deviation, the Council shall be authorized to attach
reasonable conditions to the RUD plan, in accordance with Section
24«~2:.l 0; and

(E) That the proposed deviation would not cause an adverse fiscal or
financial impact on the City's ability to provide services and facilities to
the property or to the pnblic as a whole.

7. Application Requirements. Application for RUD consideration by the Planning
Commission and City Council under this Section may be. 1l!adeby any person
owning or controlling land in the RA, R-l, R-2, I R-3!!!<m~!R1t'4 One-Family
Residential Districts. Application shall be made to the City Clerk and shall at a
minimnm contain the following information:
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A. A boundary survey of the exact acreage being requested prepared by a
registered land surveyor or civil engineer (scale: not smaller than I" =

200').

B. A topographic map of the entire area at a contour interval of not more
than two (2) feet. This map shall indicate all major stands of trees, of
eight (8) inches or greater in diameter, bodies of water and unbuildable
areas (scale: not smaller than I" =200').

C. A recent aerial photograph of the area shall be provided (scale: not
smaller than I" = 200').

D. An RUD plan for the entire area carried out in such detail as to indicate
the functional use areas and dwelling unit types being requested; the
proposed population densities, including a traffic circulation plan; and
sites being reserved for schools, if needed, service activities,
playgrounds, recreation areas, parking areas, and other open spaces and
areas to be used by the public or by residents of the RUD (scale: not
smaller than I" = 200').

E. An indication of the contemplated storm and sanitary sewer plan, and a
preliminary topographic map indicating how the land area is proposed to
be shaped.

F. A written statement explaining in detail the full intent of the applicant,
indicating the type of dwelling units contemplated and the resultant
population and providing supporting documentation such as: soil
surveys, studies supporting land use requests, and the intended
scheduling of the development.

G. A statement as to the proposed mechanism to assure the permanent
preservation and maintenance of open space areas, RUD amenities and
common areas.

8. Consideration ofApplication.

A. Upon receipt of an application as a preliminary submittal, the City Clerk
shall refer the application to the Planning Commission for its report and
recommendation to the City Council. In making its recommendation to
the City Council, the Planning Commission shall determine:

(I) The appropriateness of the site for the proposed use;

(2) The effects of the proposed use upon adjacent properties and the
community;

(3) The demonstrable need for the proposed use;

(4) The care taken to maintain the naturalness of the site and to
blend the use within the site and its surroundings; and
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(5) The existence of clear, explicit, substantial and ascertainable
benefits to the City from the ROO.

B. The Planning Commission's determination shall include evaluation of all
of tbe following factors:

(I) Whether all applicable provisions of this Section, other
applicable requirements of this Ordinance, including those
applicable to special land uses, and all applicable ordinances,
codes, regulations and laws have been met. Insofar as any
provision of this Section shall be in conflict with the provisions
of any other Section of this Ordinance, unless otherwise
specifically noted, the provisions of this Section shall apply to
the lands embraced within the RUD.

(2) Whether adequate areas have been set aside for all schools,
walkways, playgrounds, parks, recreation areas, parking areas
and other open spaces and areas to be used by residents of the
development. The applicant shall make provisions to assure that
such areas have been or will be committed for those purposes.
The City may require that conveyances or other documents be
placed in escrow. Where property is to be utilized for schools,
parks or other uses to be under the control of a public entity, the
applicant shall demonstrate that the public entity has approved
the setting aside of the property for such use.

(3) Whether trailic circulation features within the site and the
location of parking areas are designed to assure safety and
convenience of both vehicular and pedestrian traffic both within
the site and in relation to access streets.

(4) Whether, relative to conventional one-family development of the
site, the proposed use will not canse any detrimental impact in
existing thoroughfares in tenllS of overall volumes, capacity,
safety, travel times and thoroughfare level of service, or, in the
alternative, the development will provide on-site and off-site
improvements to alleviate such impacts.

(5) Whether there are or will be, at the time of development,
adequate means of disposing of sanitary sewage, disposing of
stormwater drainage, and supplying the development with water.

(6) Whether, and the extent to which, the RUD will provide for the
preservation and creation of open space. Open space includes the
preservation of significant natural assets, including, but not
limited to, woodlands, topographic features, significant views,
natural drainage ways, water bodies, floodplains, wetlands,
significant plant and animal habitats and other natural features.

Specific consideration shall be given to whether the proposed
development will minimize disruption to such resources. Open
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space also includes the creation of active and passive
recreational areas, such as parks, golf conrses, soccer fields, ball
fields, bike paths, walkways and natnre trails.

(7) Whether the RUD will be compatible with adjacent and
neighboring land uses, existing and master planned.

(8) Whether the desirability of conventional residential development
within the City is outweighed by benefits occurring from the
preservation and creation of open space and the establishment of
school and park facilities that will result from the RUD.

(9) Whether any detrimental impact from the RUD resnlting from an
increase in total dwelling units over that which would occur with
conventional residential development is outweighed by benefits
occurring from the preservation and creation of open space and
the establishment of school and park facilities that will result
from the RUD.

(lO) Whether the proposed reductions in lot sizes and setback areas
are the minimum necessary to preserve and create open space, to
provide for school and park sites, and to ensure compatibility
with adjacent and neighboring land uses.

(ll) Evaluation of the impact of RUD development on the City's
ability to deliver and provide public infrastructure and public
services at a reasonable cost and with regard to the planned and
expected contribution of the property to tax base and other fiscal
considerations.

(12) Whether the applicant has made satisfactOly provisions for the
financing of the installation of all streets, necessary utilities and
other proposed improvements.

(13) Whether the applicant has made satisfactory provisions for fnture
ownership and maintenance of all common areas within the
proposed development.

(14) Whether any proposed deviations from the area, bulk, yard, and
other dimensional requirements of the zoning ordinance
applicable to the property enhance the development, are in the
public interest, are consistent with the surrounding area, and are
not injurious to the natural features and resources of the property
and surrounding area.

9. Public Hearing Requirement. Upon receipt and review of the above information,
the Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing as set forth in Section 3006,
at which time it may make its recommendation to the City Council. The Planning
Commission shall forward its findings and recommendations to the City Counci!
for consideration.
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The Planning Commission's findings and recommendations shall include any
conditions on approval recommended pursuant to Section 240j:fg.1 O.

10. City Council Review. The City Council, in making its review, shall follow the
standards set fOlth in subsection 8., above, and throughout this Section. After
review of the Planning Commission's recommendations and other infolmation
relative to tile RUD application, the City Council may move to grant the
application, which will serve as preliminary approval ofthe RUD plan. As part of
its approval ofthe RUD plan, the Council is authorized to impose conditions that
are reasonably related to the purposes of this Section and that will:

A. Insure that public services and facilities affected by a proposed land use
or activity. will be capable of accommodating increased services and
facility loads caused by the land use or activity;

B. Protect the natural environment and conserve natural resources and
energy;

C. Insure compatibility with adjacent use of land; and

D. Promote the use of land in a socially and economically desirable manner.

All conditions imposed shall be made a part of the record of the approval of the
RUDplan.

The preliminary RUD plan approval shall be subject to and conditioned upon
Council approval of an RUD agreement setting forth the terms and conditions of
the RUD, consistent with the preliminary RUD plan. The applicant shall have
prepared, for review and approval by the City's legal counsel, an agreement
setting forth the conditions upon which such approval is based. The RUD
agreement shall specifically include:

A. A statement confirming the voluntary nature of the applicant's agreement
to terms and conditions of the agreement;

B. A survey of the acreage comprising the proposed development;

C. The manner of ownership of the developed land;

D. The manner of the ownership and of dedication or mechanism to protect
any areas designated as common areas or open space;

E. Provision assuring that open space areas shown on the plan for use by the
public or residents of the development will be or have been irrevocably
committed for that purpose; the City may require conveyances or other
documents to be placed in escrow to accomplish this;

F. Satisfactory provisions to provide for the future financing of any
improvements shown on the plan for site improvements, open space
areas and common areas which are to be included within the
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development and that maintenance of such improvements is assured by a
means satisfactory to the Planning Commission;

G. The cost of installing, improving and maintaining streets and the
necessary utilities has been assured by a means satisfactory to the
Planning Commission;

H. Provisions to ensure adequate protection of natural features;

1. Any conditions imposed by City Council under Section 2404.10; and

Approval of the RUD agreement shall entitle the applicant to submit for site plan
approval pursuant to Section 2404~.12. Such application and site plan shall be in
accordance with the approved final RUD plan. The agreement, after approval by
resolution of the City Council, shall be executed by the City and the applicant
and recorded in the office of the Oakland County Register of Deeds. Final
approval of the RUD plan shall be effective upon recording. Physical
development of the site shall be in accordance with the approved plan and shall
not be commenced until after final approval by the City Council.

II. Phasing. The phasing of an RUD shall be in accordance with the phasing
requirements contained within the site plan manual, provided that individual
phases may be divided into sub-phases where such sub-phases likewise comply
with the phasing requirements contained in the site plan manual.

12. Final Site Plans or Plats. No building permit shall be issued for any building or
structure within the RUD until a final plat or final site plan has been approved for
that area of the project where buildings or structures are to be located. Site plans
shall be reviewed in accordance with the requirements of Section 2516 of this
ordinance. Plats shall be reviewed in accordance with the City of Novi
Subdivision Ordinance. The review of the plats and site plans shall include
consideration ofthe following:

A. All portions of the phase or phases submitted for final site plan or plat
approval that are shown upon the approved plan for the RUD for use by
the public or the residents of the RUD have been committed to such uses
in accordance with the RUD contract.

B. Except where deviation from such standards is shown in the approved
final RUD plan, or in the RUD agreement, site plans and plats shall be in
confonnity with the requirements of this ordinance and all other
applicable laws, ordinances, codes and regulations, and with the
approved RUD plan. Landscaping plans shall conform to the
requirements of Section 2509 and to the City of Novi Subdivision
Ordinance. Landscaping within a given phase shall conform to those
requirements applicable to the type of development within that phase,
i.e., detached one-family development shall conform to those
requirements applicable to subdivisions.

C. Provisions have been made in accordance with the RUD contract to
provide for the financing of any improvements shown on the site plan or
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plat for open spaces and common areas which are to be provided by the
applicant and that maintenance of such improvements is assured in
accordance with the RUD contract.

D. Dedication of public roads in accordance with the requirements of this
City Code shall have been made so as to cause continuity of public
access between the adjacent major thoroughfare(s) and ingress, egress to
all private developments within the project.

E. There shall be provided pedestrian safety paths (sidewalks) of design,
materials and construction that meet the City of Novi Design and
Construction Standards. Such safety paths shall be at least five (5) feet in
width along both sides of all public and private streets within the RUD.
When necessary to preserve regulated woodlands or wetlands, safety
paths may be eliminated on one side of a street and replaced where
possible with pedestrian safety paths of a design and construction that is
compatible with such environmental resources.

13. Effect ofApproval of RUD Plan. Once an area has been included within a plan
for RUD and such plan has been approved by the City Council, no development
may take place in such area nor may any use thereof be made except in
accordance with the plan or in accordance with a Planning Commission and City
Council approved amendment thereto, unless the plan is terminated as provided
herein. The location, height, bulk, density and area of all buildings, structures and
uses shall be in accordance with the schedule of regulations contained within this
ordinance, except where expressly supplanted on the approved RUD plan, or
approved in textual form with the RUD plan.

14. Termination of RUD. An approved plan may be terminated by the applicant or
its successors or assigns, prior to any development within the area involved, by
filing with the City and recording in the Oakland County Records, an affidavit so
stating. The approval of the plan shall terminate upon such recording. No
approved plan shall be terminated after development commences except with the
approval of the City Council after Planning Commission recommendation and
notice of all parties of interest in the land.

IS. Open Space Preservation. In order to assure the development of open space in
conjunction with an RUD, the City Council shall include in the contract recorded
with the Register of Deeds, a schedule for the completion of portions of the open
space so that it coincides with completion of dwelling units. The developer may
suggest a schedule for review by the City Council. The mechanism to assure the
permanent preservation and maintenance of open space areas, RUD amenities
and common areas shall be su~iect to review and approval by the City's legal
counsel. The mechanism shall permit, in the event of the failure of the property
owners to preserve and maintain areas, the City to perform maintenance and
preservation functions and to assess the cost of such performance to the property
owners. The City Attomey shall review and render an opinion with respect to:

A. The proposed manner of holding title to the preserved areas;

B. The proposed method of payment of taxes;
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C. The proposed method of regulating the use of the areas;

D. The proposed method of maintaining the areas and the financing thereof;
and

E. Any other factor relating to the legal or practical problems of ownership
and maintenance of open land.

16. Construction ofImprovements. The construction of improvements within phases
and sub-phases of an RUD shall be in accordance with Section 3005 of this
Ordinance, the City of Novi Subdivision Ordinance and all other ordinances,
codes, regulations and laws. All amenities planned within the RUD for the
benefit of residents of the RUD shall be constructed within the phase or sub­
phase in which they are depicted. No temporary or final certificate of occupancy
shall be granted for any dwelling unit within a phase or sub-phase unless all
amenities within that phase or sub-phase are constructed or completion of
construction is secured by financial guarantee in accordance with Section 3005 of
this Ordinance.

17. RUD as Optional Method of Development. Approval of an RUD under this
Section shall be considered an optional method of development and improvement
of property and shall be subject to the agreement to the various conditions as set
forth herein between the City and the applicant.

18. Amendments and Revisions.

A. An applicant may request an amendment or revision to an approved
RUD plan. Any amendment or revision constituting a major change in
the approved RUD plan, as defined in this Section, shall necessitate all
procedures and conditions herein required for original submittal and
review, in full. Amendments considered to be major changes include the
following:

(l) . Change in concept of the development;

(2) Change in use or character of the development;

(3) Change in type of dwelling unit as identified on the approved
area plan;

(4) Increase in the number of dwelling units (decreases in dwelling
unit numbers or increases in lot sizes are not major changes);

(5) Increase in lot coverage;

(6) Rearrangement of lots, blocks or building sites;

(7) Change in the character or function of any street;

(8) Reduction in land area set aside for common open space or the
relocation of such area(s);
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(9) Increase in building height; or

(10) Any modification similar in character or scope to any of the
above.

B. Amendments which are not major may be approved by the Planning
Commission in conjunction with site plan approval, or by the City
Council, upon Planning Commission recommendation, in conjunction
with plat approval.

19. Appeals. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have no jurisdiction to hear appeals
or make interpretation or any other decisions regarding this Section or a proposed
RUDplan.

Section 241JS;!. Open Space Preservation Option.

I. Intent. The intent of the Open Space Preservation Option is to encourage the long­
term preservation of open space and natnral features and the provision of recreation and open
space areas in accordance vfitll PA. 179 of2001.

2. Eligibility Requirements. In areas that are served by municipal sewers, eligible
properties shall be zoned for residential development at three and one half (3 .~) or fewer dwelling
units per acre (R-A through R..;>:D. In areas which are not served by municipal sewers, eligible
properties shall be zoned for residential development at two (2) or fewer dwelling units per acre
(R-A through R-2).

3. Density.
A. Land meeting the above eligibility requirements may be developed with the same

number of dwelling units on a portion of the site, but not more than 80% of the
site, that, as determined by the approving body, then could otherwise be
developed under existing ordinances, laws, and rules on the entire land area.

B. The approving body may permitthe use of this option when the same number of
dwelling units is placed on r~(j'f~ than 80% of the site if it finds that significant
natural features or open space would not be preserved if this option was not used.
If the same number of units is placed on more than 80% of the site, the proposal
shall be subject to the Special Land Use regulations of Section 2516.2.c. and the
approving body may impose conditions on its approval subject to the provisions
of Section 2516.2.

B~. Density shall be calculated as follows:
A parallel (bona fide) plan shall be submitted to the approving body in order to
establish the maximum permitted density. A parallel (bona fide) plan shall
identifY how a parcel could be developed, including all roads and other
infrastructure improvements, under the conventional development standards of
the City. All unbuildable areas and areas with limitations to development must be
accurately identified on the parallel (bona fide) plan including but not limited to
wetlands, watercourses, drains, floodplains, steep slopes, habitat areas,
woodlands and similar features. The approving body shall make the
determination that a parallel (bona fide) plan is acceptable once it meets all

Page 27 of 34



applicable City ordinance requirements and, based on the plan, determine the
maximum number of dwelling units that would be permitted under this Open
Space Preservation Option. A separate review fee for the parallel (bona fide) plan
shall be submitted with the application. The density shall not exceed the
following dwelling unit densities by districts, which shall be calculated in
accordance with the definition of density contained within Section 20 I:
Definitions: D--F:

Zoning District

RA

R-I

R-2

R-3

R-4

4. Design requirements.

Dwellings Per Acre

0.8

1.65

2.0

2.7

3.3

A. A minimum of twenty (20%) ten (10%) percent of the gross site area,
exclusive of existing and statutorily authorized rights-of-way, shall be
preserved as permanent open space in an undeveloped state or for
recreation pUl]Joses.

B. Qualifying pPermanent open space sflal.I may be "Natural Feature Areas"
that include important natural, environmental, agricultural, and/or
contextual features, such as:

(I) steep slopes,

(2) wetlands, floodplains, natural watereourses,

(2) wetlands;

(3) wetland setback areas;

(4) floodplains;

(5) natural watercourses;

fJ1ill woodlands,

f4lQ} scenic views,

(§jill agricultural or equestrian components, and

(6) historieal stflletHres,
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t+j{22 recreational pathways and facilities, or other permanent open
space that will improve the quality of the development including:
W "Recreation Areas" set aside for active recreation.

Recreation Areas are defined as an area established for
recreation purposes that is landscaped and permanently
protected to prohibit the development of buildings,
driveways, parking spaces or roads. Sidewalks, trails,
landscape features, recreation fields or courts and
associated structures but not golf courses are pennitted
in the area. Each area pelmitted to qualify as Recreation
Area must be at least one-half acre in area and the length
of the Recreation Area can not exceed three times the
width unless the area is a connecting greenway;

eb) historical structures;

Cc) buffers from maj or thoroughfares and more intensive
land uses that are at least 50 feet in width and in addition
to required setbacks and landscape areas; and

Cd) similar features meeting the requirements ofPA 179.

\:8) lJuffers from m!ljor thoroughfares and more intensive land uses,
Il.llil

(9) similar features aeeeptalJle to the approving bedy.

C. The minimum lot area or width By "oning distriet is as fellows: may be
reduced by a percentage equal to the percentage of qualifying open space
on the site permanently preserved up to the limits listed in the chart
below and lot width may be reduced by a percentage equal to one half
the percentage of qualifying open space on the site permanen!Jy.
preserved up to the limits listed in the chart below by zoning district:
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Zoning Area in Square Feet Width in Feet

43,560 reduced to a
150 reduced to a

RA
minimum of 28,750

minimum of -l-4O
-24,000 (44.9%

120
maximum)

21,780 reduced to a

R-l
minimum of 14,375 120 reduced to a
-12,000 (44.9% minimum of+W 90
maximum)

18,000 reduced to a

R-2
minimum of 11,880 110 reduced to a
-10,000 (44.4% minimum of9ii 85
maximum)

12,000 reduced to a

R-3
minimum of 10,000 90 reduced to a
-9,000 (25% minimumofW 75
maximum)

10,000 reduced to a 80 reduced to a
R-4 minimum of 8,000 minimum of 70

(20% maximum) (l2.5% maximum)

Not withstanding requirements at Section 2400, footnote (t), side lot yard
setbacks may be reduced as follows:

Lot Width (feet)

110 or greater

90 or greater, but Iess than
110

W 70 or greater, but less than
90

Side Yard
(feet)

15

10

10

Minimum Side Y!lrd
Setback Aggregate of

Two Side Yards

Additional modifications to lot and width standards from those specified
above may be permitted if the approving body determines that a smaller
minimum size is necessary to comply with the intent ofF.A. 1790[2001
preserving open space and natural features. In such cases the approving
body may modify lot area and lot width requirements so as to assist in
the creation of open space or preserve natural features ill order to eOlflfJ1y
witll Slate lav(. In those instances where lot sizes are reduced in
accordance with the Open Space Preservation Option, yard requirements
for a given lot shall be governed by that zoning district which has
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minimum lot area and width standards that correspond to the dimensions
of the particular lot.

D. Open space areas shall be accessible to all lots in the development, either
directly from the internal road network, or if approved in the discretion
of the approving body, directly from another manner of access providing
perpetually existing and maintained pedestrian accessibility to all lots.

E. Preserved Oualifying pennanent open space shall be connected with
adjacent open space, public land, and existing or planned
pedestrian/bicycle paths, where feasible, as detennined by the approving
body.

F. Approval of an open space option development does not constitute a
change in the zoning of the property, and, except as specifically provided
in this section, all other regulations applicable within the zoning district
ofthe property and development shall apply.

G. Restrictions.

(I) Nothing in this section shall allow the construction of multi­
family residential units in a single family residential district.

(2) Nothing in this section shall allow a development to result in the
creation of a nuisance or a danger or hazard to the health, safety
and welfare of any person or property.

(3) The development shall not result in an unreasonable burden upon
public services and/or facilities, taking into consideration the
capacity and availability, considering the existing and anticipated
future use of such services and facilities.

(4) The developmeni shall be designed to avoid an unreasonable
burden upon the subject and/or surrounding properties, taking
into consideration economic, aesthetic, traffic, noise and other
applicable and relevant planning and/or engineering
considerations.

(5) The development proposed utilizing the open space preservation
option provided in this section shall, to the greatest extent
feasible while remaining consistent with the requirements of
Public Act 179 of 2001, comply with all zoning regulations and
design standards applicable to the property.

5. Qualifying Permanent Open Space Maintenance.

A. All open space shall remain perpetually in an undeveloped state, except
developed Recreation Areas, by means of a conservation easement, plat
dedication, restrictive covenant, or other legal means that runs with the
land. Developed Recreation Areas shall remain ~etually recreation
areas by means of restrictive covenant or other legal means that runs with
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the land. The City shall be a party to these legal means to insure the
perpetual protection.

B. All open space ownership and maintenance agreements shall be reviewed
and approved as to form and content by City legal counsel prior to
acceptance by the approving body.

C. All open space agreements which involve donations ofland to the City or
which name the City as a party to any agreement shall be approved by
the City Council prior to final approval of the development.

D. A public hearing shall be held on the matter in accordance with the
requirements set fOlth in Section 3006 before action is considered by the
approving body.

6. Review Process.

A. All proposed Open Space Preservation Option developments shall be
reviewed in compliance with the appropriate procedure for the type of
development (lot split, subdivision, site condominium, etc.) and in
accordance with the development standards in this Section and other
applicable ordinances.

B. All open space preservation option plans shall include a resource
inventOly that contains the following:

(1) All floodplains, wetlands, and water bodies;

(2) A woodlands analysis identifying all regulated woodlands;

(3) All wildlife habitat areas, per the City's Wildlife Habitat Master
Plan.

(4) An analysis of on-site soils and topography to identify
limitations to development; and

(5) An analysis of the contextual features of the site, such as scenic
views, historic structures, patterns of original farn1 fields, fences
or stone walls, recreational uses and the like.

C. The approving body shall determine that the open space preservation
option plan satisfies the intent of this option.

D. A public hearing shall be held on the matter in accordance with the
requirements set forth in Section 3006 before action is considered by the
approving body.

E. If development proposed on more than 80% of the site, as could be
developed using standard development techniques, then the application is
subject to Special Land Use Permit approval requirements of Section
25]6.
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Seetion 2406;!. Planned Development Options. (renumber only)

(Ord.No. 02-18.174, Pt. 1,11-25-02; Ord. No. 2005-18.194, Pt. IV, 8-22-05)

PART II.

Severabilitv. Should any section, subdivision, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance b e declared
by the courts to be invalid, the validity of the Ordinance as a whole, or in part, shall not be
affected other than the part invalidated.

PART III.

Savings Clause. The amendment of the Novi Code of Ordinances set forth in this
Ordinance does not affect or impair any act done, offense committed, or right accruing, accrued,
or acquired or liability, penalty, forfeiture or punishment, pending' or incurred prior to the
amendment of the Novi Code of Ordinances set forth in this Ordinance.

PART IV.

Repealer. All other Ordinance or parts of Ordinance in conflict herewith are hereby repealed
only to the extent necessalY to give this Ordinance full force and effect.

PARTV.

Effective Date: Publication. Public hearing having been held hereon pursuant to the provisions
of Section 103 of Act 110 of the Public Acts of 2006, as amended, the provisions of this
Ordinance shall be published within fifteen (15) days of its adoption by publication of a brief
notice in a newspaper circulated in the City of Novi stating the date of enactment and effective
date, a brief statement as to its regulatmy effect and that a complete copy of the Ordinance is
available for public purchase, use and inspection at the office of the City Clerk during the hours
of 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., Local Time. The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective
seven (7) days after its publication.
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MADE, PASSED, AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
NOVI, OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ON THE _ DAY OF ,2010.

DAVID LANDRY, MAYOR

MARYANNE CORNELIUS, CITY CLERK

Ayes:
Nayes:
Abstentions:
Absent:
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Proposed City of Novi One-Family Residential Development Options Chart 7/13/2010

~
page 1 of 3

NOVI
dtyofnovi.ora
Option Type; Intent & Districts Density Std. Lot Max. % Std. Max. % Other Provision's*** Qualifying Criteria*** Approving
Pennitted Uses Permitted Pennitted Area Reduced Lot Reduct Lot Reduced Reduct Body

(DUIacre) (sq. ft.) Area (sq. ft.) ion Width Lot Width ion
(feet) (feet)

PreseHation Option RcA o.s 43-;-*~ M;84& 20% +W M1f &6% Siae yard sellJack reallctions Lots and widllls may be reallced by lIle PlaBHiRg
(Sectien 24~1) P<lFFRit R-+ ~ 2+,'7S(l +8,000 1+.3-% .J-2jf .J-W &J.% GarrneHll<Geed nermal density j'l€fCentage efregalatea wee alana, qwiily Cemmission
fle"ibility te presew" R4 :w +S,OO() 14,400 20% .J-W 9il 9-% based SR "Rot site area" fer 63GB wetlands less than 2 acres in area, wetland reeemmeflElatisR
areas with weealanas,

R4 'b+ .J.¥lOO M;OO{l M.+% 9il &4 ++%
4islri£t, baflers ana habitat area permancntly & City Cellllcil

nen reglllated wellanas preservea ifbena fide (parallel) plan appreval ef
arKI-w11alife habitats. d&oonslratcs lllat with cenventienal elllTGapl
Single family aelachea deYelepmelll mellleas natllral fealllroo deYelepment plan
rcsiaelllial. wellia be los!. 1'10 minimllnl-<lJ3<*l Site plan eF-fllal

spaee/preserva-tisR area. liSe nermal
appreval prec<>ss

SuMivisien Open RcA o.s ~5{;() J9,2OO M% +W ~ M% R"ar setback reauetien Cannet Lets ana widths may be reallced by lIle J>lanning
Spac+Plan Option R-+ ~ 2+,'7S(l -J.9.;€OO M% .J-2jf .J-W &J.% exeeea nermal density basea on percentage ofreglliatea weoalana, quality Cernrnissien

I recemmen<1a!ien(Sectien24()2)-Preserve R4 :w +8,000 .J.¥OO M% .J-W 9il 9-% :.:.act site area" for saeh distriet. wellanas less lIlan 2 acres in area, '""elland
natural character lIlrough

R4 'b+ .J.¥lOO -1-0,000 M.+% 9il &4 ++%
bllffers ana habitat area permanelllly City COll8cil

ersative aesign ana epen preserved. Area ef lets savea must ee epen appreval of
spase preservatioo. Rc4 ~ M;OO{l 9,000 M% &4 W ()% spaee. Minimum 4 acres epen spaee and 2 cencapt
Single family aetaab<>El aeres active recrsatieA. Open spaee mllst be dsvelepment plan
resiaelllial and active aecessible to all let e'lffiOffi Site plan er rlat
fe€fSatiSH areas. I \;ISS Hsrmal

. appre''al preeess
One-Family Cluster R-l 1.65 Not applicable - no restriction on lot area and width - must meet all Minimum 2 unit and maximum 4 1. Parcel adjacent to J20 foot or Planning
Option (Section 2403) R-2 2.0 cluster and building spacing requirements. 75 ft. setback all property unit clusters. - Cannot exceed larger ROWand less than~ 600 Commission (site
Permit flexibility where R-3 2.7 lines 30 ft. from internal ROWand private streets normal density based on "net site feet deep providing a transition plan process)
transitional development

R-4 3.3
area" for each district. between road and conventional

is desirable ofwhere one family detached housing.
conventional or
development would 2. Use ofconventional development
destroy the site's unique would destroy unique
environmental features. environmental significance of the
One family detached and site and one of the following must
attached cluster exist:
residential. a. Site unusual shape.

b. Site is generally of
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? 0--

U
Option Type, Intent & Districts Density Std:Lot Max. % Std.

I, Max. % Other Provisions*** Qualifying Criteria**' , Approving
Pennitted Uses Pennitted Permitted Area Reduced Lot Reduct Lot I Reduced Reduct Body

(DU/acre) (sq. ft.) Area (sq. ft.) ion Width I Lot Width ion
(feet) (feet)

uubuildable soils.
c. Severe topography limits

road construction unless
site mass graded.

d. 50% of site regulated
woodlands or wetlands
and the qualifying areas
must be preserved and be
50% or more of the net
site area.

RUD Residential Unit RA 0.8 43,560 12,000* 72.4% 150 90*" 40% Density based on gross site area S9 20acre minimum which may be Plauuing
Development Option R-I 1.65 21,780 12,000* 44.9% 120 90*** 25% minus regulated wetlands over 2 separated by a road right-of-way, 360 ft. Commission
(Section 2404) Pennit R-2 2.0 18,000 12,000' 33.3% 110 90'" 18.1% acres plus an additional 0.8 strip of detached single family when recommend-
various dwelling types to R-3 2.7 12,000 12,000' 0% 90 90*** 0% dwelling units per acre for each adjacent to residential, requires RUD plan, dation & City
preserve open land, acre of RUD open space if meets must enter into RUD agreement - City Council approval
natural resources and R-4 3.3 10,000 10,000* * 0% 80 80**** 0% criteria not to exceed district Council can waive lot area, lot width, RUD Plan - City
rural community density for gross area - Detached density, & setback requirements if it finds Council approval
character. Permits * min. lot ***min. lot one-family use setbacks that that the deviation if not granted would RUD agreement
reduced lot size and a area 12,000 width 90 ft. correspond to minimum lot area prohibit an enhancement that would be in - Site Plan or Plat
relaxation of bulk and sq. ft. May May vary used - Attached one-family use the greater public interest, is compatible normal approval
dimensional standards to vary to to preserve setbacks in Sec. 2403. 330 ft. with existing and planned uses in the process
reduce the visual preserve natural adjacent to detached residential sUlTounding area, would not be detrimental
intensity, and to protect natural featw'es must be detached residential with or would enhance the natural features and
privacy and natmal features. reduction down to 75ft. due to resources, would not cause unsafe traffic
resources. One family **** min. topography, screening, or narrow conditions, and have no adverse fiscal or
detached and attached *>i< min. lot lot width lot dimension. financial impact on City.
cluster residential, area may may vary to
churches, schools, non- vary to preserve Detached one-family use standard
commercial golf courses, preserve natural setbacks, lot widths & lot areas -
rental offices and natural featmes
clubhouses. features
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Option Type, Intent & Districts Density Std. Lot Max. % Std. MaiL % Other Provisions*** Qualifying Criteria*** Approving
Pennitted Uses Pennitted Pemlitted Area Reduced Lot Reduct Lot Reduced Reduct Body

(DU/acre) (sq. ft.) Area (sq. ft.) ion Width Lot Width ion
(feet) (feet)

Open Space RA 0.8 J43,560 I~ wx, 150 1M 6:+% Cannot exceed normal density Minimum ;l()% 10% of natural features or Site plan or plat
Preservation Option ~24,000 44.9% 120 20% hased on "net site area" for each pennanent open space areas that could be use nonnal
(Section 2405) R-I 1.65 J 21,780

ti-~
120 +W &d-% district and based on a bona fide developed with normal requirements must approval process

Encouragethelongtenn 12:000 -144.9% 90 25% parallel plan using normal code be preserved - Ifdevelopment proposed on
preservation of open R-2 2.0 18,000 +J..,m) J.J% 110 9Q 14+% requirements - Side yard setback more than 80% of the site as could be
space and natural 10,000 44.4% 85 22.7% reductions developed using standard development
features and the R-3 2.7 12,000 +4;9flfl .J..+% I 90 W .f..t.:+% techniques, then application subject to
provision ofrecreation 9,000 25% 75 16.7% Special Land Use Pennit approval - Land
and open spas. in R-4 3.3 10,000 8,000 20% 80 70 12.5% donations and agreements that name the
""eenl""s. witli PA-++9- City such as conservation easements must
efZGGl. One-family be approved by Council before Final Site
detached residential. plan approval. - Must submit bona fide

(parallel) plan.

*** Please note that the list of Other Provisions and Qualifying Criteria do not include all minor provisions and criteria. Please consult the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance for details.
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