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Novi's senior class, which includes Emily Esbrook (3), Stephanie Crawford (17) and Stephame
Jenssens (5), went 70-1-3 during the last three seasons and won three siraighi siate championships.

www.theeaklandpress.com

TUESDAY JUNE 19 2007

By CRYSTAL KRAUSKOFF

Of The Dakiand Press S
Good Iuck to the Nov1 gzris soccer Class of 2008
" Your've got quite the tough act to follow. .
A group of five outgomg seniors helped take

soccer toa whole new level for the Wildcats. .

M;chtgan
-Ohi

Eastern’ Mlchlgan
Division I schools helped Novi win a third straight ., James Madison -
Division 1 girls socger state champlonshlp wzth g
21 wiit over Rochester on Safurday.
" ‘Senior Stephanie Crawford, who is headed fo
play soccer at Michigan in the fall, pit Novi on the

scoreboard elght -plus mmutes mto the game. .

Miéhigan ngh'School .
ted the tournament in,

ohe miore time as the clock’ ran ot gomg mto haif
time fo earn braggmg rlghts once again, :
3 was my entire team,” Crawford said of thls ‘
Season’s key-to success. “We. warked so hard ever,
day, every practice, every game
worked so. well together as a feam.” " ¥
However, the team chcked because of the i‘me
leadershlp brotight about by the seriior class.:
-Crawford, Emily Esbrook. (Ohlo State), Kristm
Chaklos (Vanderbﬂt), Step} anie Janssens
(Eastern Michigan) and Jessica Barndt (James
Madison) made up a senmr ass that Ieft 1ts mark ‘.
in the'record hooks. - :
“Tt's rewarding for me in two regards,” Novi
coach Brian O’Leary said of the three- peat “to see
those five seniors go out winners and fo win three
in a row and to see the new kids who haven’t hada
chance to experience what it's like. Definitely (the
state championship) game is different than any
other game you'll probably ever play in your life.”
The Wildcats are the first g1rls soceer squad
in the state to post a three-peat since Madison
Heights Bishop Feley won titles 2001-08. ‘
" Foley also won consecutwe tlﬂes 1997- 99 and
199395, . :
Overall, Novi is ]ust the second team to accom-

; g1
{0 Hudsonvﬂle Unlty Christian on. May 12, Sure o
Umty Christian isa D1v1smn 3 team but it holds

tthe 1onge active stretch,
i ensured- the fact that. at least one Oakland o

ake'the team,” Chaklos said. “T never thought Lo
-anything like this would happan. I'm just happy s
», we built a good program here for Novz, andfor..
-.the g}xls in the future; they get to play for a team -
‘that’s won state champlonshlps. Hopefuliy they ol
- can continue. |
.+ FI'snot about wmnmg state champlonships
©Its about improving and getting better.as players oy
- but lnckily having to live up to something like a .
state championship really makes you work hard :
-w;tth a guod goal set in mmd .

Contact staff writer Crystal Krauskoff at
czrystal krauskoﬁ@oakpress com, .



